
1

February 2017 Volume 68 Issue  2

 » Pancake Supper

 » Ash Wednesday Services

 » Manna Food Drive

 » Senior Fellowship Event

 » Health Warriors 

 » VBS Preview

 » Anniversary Tribute

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

As I’ve sometimes done in the past, allow 
me to use this space to once again offer 
a list of prayer requests, all of which 
have been on my mind and in my heart. 
Whether you set aside a time for word 
and prayer each day, as I know many of 
you do, or you “pray on the way” as do 
many others, I invite you to join me in 
prayer...

…For our nation, that God would bring 
healing to the conflicts and divisions 
among us and grant us a spirit of unity 
in the midst of diversity, and mutual 
respect in spite of our differences.  

…For our church family, that we would 
renew our commitments to faithful 
worship, reception of the Lord’s Supper, 
service, study, and growing relationships 
within our congregation, and that we 
would honor God with the first-fruits 
of our income after which we fashion 
our life-styles and order our priorities 
in ways that seek to please Him, reflect 
our faith, and minister powerfully to 
the world around us.  

…For the Spirit of courage in inviting a 
friend, neighbor, classmate, colleague, 
or family member to experience the 
goodness of God with you at St. Andrew 
in an atmosphere of acceptance, 
celebration, and support.  

…For those who suffer among us, 
whether the suffering is physical, from 
a broken relationship, or from the 
kind of spiritual illness that separates 
us from God and the gathering of His 
people, where healing, forgiveness, and 
restoration take place.

…For our Board of Directors, Elders, 
staff members, teachers, leaders, and 
all servants among us, that as they use 
their God-given gifts in the cause of 
Christ, they would not “grow weary in 
well-doing,” but grow in their love for 
Him, their joy in serving, and in the 
wonderful spirit they bring to our life 
together.

…For Christ-centered discernment of 
His will for the future of a dynamic 
mission and ministry for the hope of the 
world around us in 2017 and beyond.

My list is longer than this and I’m sure 
yours is too.  But thanks, in advance, 
for allowing part of my prayer list 
to intersect with part of yours this 
month as we journey together through 
the season of Epiphany and beyond, 
mindful of St. Paul’s encouragement 
and assurance to the Christians in 
Philippi:

“Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.”

The Lord be with you+

Love and prayers,

Pastor Hricko

St. Andrew’s 

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

news
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

God called us to be part of His family 
for a reason: It’s hard to grow alone!  
Our St. Andrew community will meet 
you where you are and walk beside 
you to a closer relationship with God. 

. Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
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  opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, speak 
with a Pastor about receiving 
the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers about 
God, your faith, or our St. Andrew 
community, contact the church office 
at 301-384-4394 or at mystandrew.
org. We’ll be happy to talk with you to 
find the answers you seek. 

CRAFTERS RETURN!
Welcome back, St. Andrew 
Crafters! After a winter break, we 
will start up again February 1 on 
Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 3:00 
pm in the Creative Arts Room, 
Lower Level.  All are welcome, and 
no experience is needed. If you 
can join us over the noon hour, 
don’t forget to bring your lunch.

Now is the time we begin work 
on the many items that are sold 
at our annual Holiday Craft Fair, 
which will take place this year on 
Saturday, November 4. Despite all 
the talking, laughing and sharing 
we do on Wednesdays, we still 
manage to get things done! And 
there are many projects that can 
be done at home as well.  If you 
would like to give us a try, please 
contact Sue Scherer at 301-337-
9900 or susan.quilts@comcast.
net. Let’s create some fun!
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Celebrate the 
500th Anniversary of 

The Reformation

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper

Tuesday, February 28
5:00 - 7:00 pm  

Hosts and Pancake Chefs:
“Men of Panera”

Have your photo taken 
with the “real” Luther!

Free Will Offering
Proceeds will support the SALTeens’ mission

trip to Keansburg, N.J. this summer!

Ash Wednesday
Worship

Wednesday, March 1
11:00 am

and 
7:00 pm

“For I was hungry
 and you gave me 

something to eat . . . ”

Manna Food Drive
Sunday, February 19

Our 2017 drive to collect 
nonperishable food for the Manna 
Food Center has begun. As you might 
imagine, the number of families 
needing assistance in Montgomery 
County is great.  Last year, St. Andrew 
donated more than 10,000 pounds 
of food to help end hunger in our 
county.

How You Can Help

DONATE: If you have not yet done 
so, please pick up a grocery bag from 
the display in the Commons and fill it 
with the needed foods listed on the 
attached page. Return your donation 
on February 19, when Manna’s truck 
will be parked outside.

VOLUNTEER: If you are available to 
help load the food onto the Manna 
truck, please contact Carol Petzold at 
301-871-7413 or petzold37@gmail.
com. 

If you are unable to bring food, 
monetary donations are welcomed. 
Make checks payable to Manna Food 
Center.   

“….I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for

one of the least of these
brothers of mine, 
you did for me.”
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in Rockville.  The total value of this 
donation was well over $5,000. St. 
Andrew volunteers prepared and 
served supper each evening during 
the week.

During Thanksgiving week, St. 
Andrew members brought food for 
distribution by the Lutheran Mission 
Society at the Hyattsville Compassion 
Center to families in need.

Thanks to Evenlyn Doermann, a 
monthly meal was prepared and 
delivered to the 32 men who live 
at Carroll House Shelter as they 
transition from homelessness to 
independent living. When Evelyn 
learned that no special meal was 
planned for December 25, she single-
handedly prepared and delivered 
a Christmas Dinner. The value of 
this annual service is nearly $2,000.

In December, the Snowman Project 
yielded $7,500 worth of Christmas 
gifts for 110 children and youth. 
Nearly 80 kids opened their gifts on 
Christmas morning thanks to the 
generosity of our LCSA members, 
and the families were so grateful! 
Nearly 30 students at Edison High 
School of Technology also received 
gifts, and these young adults were 
unbelievably gracious and thankful. 
A joyful Christmas party was thrown 
for them, where hats, scarves and 
gloves were given out. Several coats 
were purchased for students who did 
not own warm coats, and a number 
of LCSA members donated gift cards 
as well. A huge thank you goes to all 
who participated in bringing Christ’s 
love to these families in this blessed 
season.

SOCIAL MinistrySOCIAL Ministry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
301-871-7413 

petzold37@gmail.com

A report from Social & Community 
Ministry Chair, Carol Petzold: 

Looking back on 2016, it is clear 
that the people of St. Andrew were very 
generous in sharing their abundance 
with those in need.

Our January door collection of 
funds for the Eastern Montgomery 
Emergency Assistance Network 
(EMEAN) was snowed out, but a make-
up date secured a generous donation 
to help families avoid homelessness 
with one-time rent or utility payments. 
EMEAN funds also help provide crucial 
medications.

In February, the congregation 
and Senior Fit classes offered an 
outpouring of generosity to fill the 
Manna truck with more than 10,000 
pounds of non-perishable food for 
those in Montgomery County who 
might otherwise go hungry.

Throughout the year, more than 18 
drivers and helpers delivered over 22 
tons of food to 15 food pantries, soup 
kitchens, the C-4 Clothes Closet and 
shelters, as well as pet food to the 
Montgomery County Humane Society. 
Additionally, members and friends 
of St. Andrew transported clothing, 
medical supplies and household 
items for distribution by our Health 
and Wellness Ministry, C-4 and the 
Lutheran Mission Society.

In May, St. Andrew donated nearly 
$650 to help C-4 purchase school 
supplies. 

In May and June, St. Andrew donated 
nearly $400 worth of school uniforms 
and supplies for children who attend 
the Montessori School on the campus 
of the Crossway Community. 

In July, school supplies valued at more 
than $1,500 were donated to children 
at two local elementary schools and 
the Hispanic Mission congregation. 
The supplies included 48 backpacks 
purchased with Social Ministry funds 
budgeted by the congregation, and 
nearly 100 backpacks donated directly 
by members of the congregation. 

Every other week during the summer, 
30 bags of food were filled and 
delivered to Kemp Mill Elementary 
School, as part of the Summer Feeding 
Program started by St. Andrew in 2014. 
These provisions help families served 
by the Linkages to Learning Program in 
the county schools. 

In October, a week’s worth of 
breakfasts, lunches, and suppers (plus 
countless non-perishable items) were 
delivered for 35 homeless women 
living at the Community-Based Shelter 

2016: A Year of  Giving Generously
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Also, in December, more than 1,000 
children of client families at the C-4 
Clothes Closet received two toys each, 
plus a filled Christmas stocking, a book, 
and a stuffed toy.  St. Andrew and the 
Senior Fit classes contributed more 
than 100 toys for the C-4 distribution.

Throughout the year, members of the 
Craft Ministry made and delivered 35 
quilts to the Lutheran Mission Society 
for needy folks at Compassion Centers.

Refugees being resettled here with 
the help of Lutheran Social Services 
received household items donated 
by LCSA members and the Senior Fit 
classes. Numerous van-loads of useful 
items were donated, including more 
than a dozen sets of flatware from the 
Safeway stamp promotion. (Not to 
be confused with the Safeway stamp 
promotion for cookware in 2017.)

Donated medical supplies and 
other items were transported to 
Orphan Grain Train in Annapolis for 
distribution in developing countries.

Scores of donated calendars were 
distributed to the needy at the 
C-4 Clothes Closet, a clinic serving 
homeless and low-income folks, 
Lutheran Mission Society Compassion 
Centers and a literacy program. 

Thanks to everyone for such 
extraordinary generosity 

in 2016!

Lutheran Social Services
Collection & Support for 
Refugee Resettlement 

During March, we will collect items for the Lutheran Social Services (LSS) 
Refugee Resettlement Program.  There is a special need for kitchenware, 
including can openers, mixing bowls, and cookware. New bed pillows,  plus 
new or gently used sheets and pillow cases for twin, full and queen beds, 
and bath towels (not hand towels) are very useful. Razors and toiletries, baby 
items and cleaning supplies are also needed.  Bring donations to the marked 
box in the Coat Room starting March 1.  Donation of funds and gift cards 
is another way you can help.  More details will be coming next month.

“Muscle power” is also needed to help with apartment set-ups on weekdays 
in the metro area.  Calling all college students, retirees, part-time workers and 
others who may have some time to give!  To volunteer, contact Kiersten Rossetto 
Nassar, LSS Outreach and Engagement Coordinator, at 202-723-3000, ext. 284.

LMS “Thrift Shop” Collection
De-Clutter & 
Help Others! 
Sunday, February 26

Get a jump on spring cleaning and 
donate your gently used clothing, 
household items, toys and small 
furniture.  Bring items on the 4th 
Sunday of each month and leave 
them in the Great Room near the 
doors to the Commons. 

Social & Community 
Ministry Team

Get Involved! 
St. Andrew’s Social & Community 
Ministry Team reaches out to the 
needy in our community, and your 
ideas and help with any projects are 
very welcome! Come to our February 
13 (Presidents’ Day) meeting at 9:30 
am in the Conference Room to learn 
more. Contact Marilee Tollefson 
in the church office or team chair 
Carol Petzold  for more information.

Senior Adult Fellowship 

Movie & Pizza
February 7 at 10:30 am

Join us on Tuesday, February 7 
at 10:30 am to watch the movie 
“Eddie the Eagle,” starring 
Hugh Jackman, Taron Egerton, 
and Christopher Walken. This 
is an inspiring, true story about 
Eddie Edwards, who became the 
first Englishman to compete in 
the Winter Olympics Ski Jump 
competition, relying on valor 
alone to make up for lack of 
experience and bad eyesight. 
Meet in the Wellspring Center 
on the Lower Level to view the 
film and then join us after for 
Ledo Pizza. Sign up and pay at 
the Welcome Center by February 
5.  The cost for pizza, drinks, 
and dessert is $6 per person. 
All welcome! Bring a friend!   
Questions? Contact Jeanette 
Schuder at 301-879-5950. 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
“Therefore take no thought, saying What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or Wherewithal 

shall we be clothed? ...for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

Matthew 6:31-33

Did You Know?
Each month, 25 members of our Care 
Team visit 42 homebound parishioners 
to provide companionship, prayer, 
Scripture reading, and reminders 
that their faith community loves 
them, and six pastoral assistants 
bring communion to 13 homebound 
parishioners. That leaves about 10 
homebound parishioners who are 
visited and given communion by 
Pastor Ken Carlson and our Faith 
Community Nurse. If you want to 
know the blessing of bringing Christ’s 
love through visitation, please contact 
Marilee for training and orientation in 
a new opportunity to serve. 

Did you know that Lord’s Truck drivers 
and volunteers travel throughout 
Montgomery County and Washington, 
D.C. to pick up donated medical 
supplies and equipment, and deliver it 
to those in need? They assemble and 
disassemble hospital beds, and they 
load items like motorized wheelchairs, 
even in some of the most 
impoverished areas of this 
region. These dedicated 
people are true servants of 
the Lord, and they speak of 
the joy they feel when they 
deliver supplies to people 
who would not receive them 
without our help. If you would 
like to become a driver,you are 
needed and we would love for 
you to join the team!

Health Warriors
Many of you have been involved in the Chronic Illness Support Group over 
the past year, and I want to share a little bit about Health Warriors, the latest 
evolution of the group.  The group is open to anyone who may be challenged 
by short- or long-term health concerns or is caring for someone who is living 
with such concerns. Whether it’s post-surgery or accident recovery, cancer, 
stroke, heart attack, diabetes, arthritis, autoimmune disorders, anxiety, 
depression, PTSD, neurological issues, mental health concerns, addiction, job 
loss, or grief, we sometimes may need a friend to sit beside us and hold our 
hand. Many times the road to recovery can be a long journey. 

There are times when a simple gesture like a gentle squeeze on the shoulder 
is all we need to sustain us along the way. But sometimes we have taken 
a severe beating and are lying on the side of the road praying that a good 
Samaritan will pick us up and carry us to a place of comfort and strength. 

No matter how you come, we will be here to offer love, support and genuine 
care to help bring vitality and joy back to your life. As we meet throughout 
the year, we share openly, bring guest speakers to the group, eat nutritious 
meals together, enjoy art and exercise classes, and venture out into the 
community. We usually meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month in the Prayer Room on the Lower Level from 10:30 am to noon. For 
February’s meeting dates, please keep an eye on the weekly bulletin and 
also join us for a special presentation on the 3rd Tuesday of  the month. 
See details below.  Contact me at slangstos@gmail.com or 301-273-3536 for 
more information.

Come to find hope, healing and have 
some fun! All are welcome. 

Love and peace, 
Sheila Langston
Facilitator, Health Warriors

Presentation on Integrative Medicine
Tuesday, February 21

Health Warriors will welcome guest speaker Dr. Emily Ratner, 
medical director at the Center for Integrative Health at the Medstar 
Montgomery Medical Center for a special presentation on the 
3rd Tuesday of February. Dr. Ratner will explain how integrative 
medicine seamlessly combines conventional medicine with 
established practices from other healing traditions to treat each 
patient’s unique conditions and circumstances.

Health & Wellness 
Questions? 

Contact Marilee Tollefson 
Faith Community Nurse 

at 301-384-4394 or 
marileetollefson@gmail.com
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Questions? 
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com.

PRESCHOOLnews

CHILDREN’S Ministry

VBS IS 
COMING!

It’s hard to believe, but summer 
will be here before we know it, 
which means it’s time to start 
planning for Vacation Bible 
School, June 26-30. This year’s 
theme is “Maker Fun Factory,” 
and it is sure to be a wonderful 
opportunity to share God’s Word 
in our community.  

Take-home craft kits will be 
available February 5, and 
registration will open in early 
March.  In the meantime, please 
start collecting the following 
supplies to donate or lend: 
• Large cans and lids
• Mailing tubes
• Pringles cans 
• Marbles
• Wheels 
• 20 oz plastic bottles, rinsed
• Bead mazes 
• Shoe boxes with lids
• 2-liter soda bottles, rinsed
• Legos or similar building 

blocks
• Cardboard blocks
• Stacking toys for babies

Questions? Contact Marianne 
Lohr, mariannelcsa@verizon.net

This month, our Preschool highlights  
include celebrations for Groundhog 
Day, Valentine’s Day, and our “St. 
Andrew’s Post Office.” An in-house 
field trip with “Wildlife Adventures”, 
complete with hedgehogs, tarantulas, 
and snakes, also will keep the children 
(and teachers!) from getting cabin-
fever. 

Outdoor playtime has been limited 
recently by the chilly weather.  We 
hope the ground hog will have good 
news for us on February 2, that 
warmer  weather  will soon be here!  
In the meantime, stay warm!

Registration has begun
for the 2017-2018 

school year. 

Information and 
registration forms are 

available at 
mystandrew.org.  

Click the Preschool tab.

Don’t delay, 
register today!

Give your child the precious gift of Bible learning! 
All children are encouraged to try out One-der-land during 9:30 am worship 
service on Sunday. Pre-K children meet in Room 122 from 9:30 am until the end 
of the service; children in Kindergarten through 5th grade meet in Room 118. 
Age-appropriate activities, and a brief, entertaining video help kids understand 
and relate to the Bible message of the day. After the video, older children break 
out into their age groups: K and 1st; 2nd and 3rd; 4th and 5th. Sixth graders 
usually meet independently in Room 122 on the Lower Level, but occasionally 
they join the larger group in Room 118.
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From our Communications Director, 
Barbara Wahlbrink:

January 19, 2017 marked 20 years since 
the installation of Pastor Mark Hricko 
at St Andrew.  Although Pastor Mark 
insisted that a big celebration was not 
necessary, the congregation couldn’t 
let the milestone pass without a bit of 
recognition during worship on January 
22-23, and a barrage of cards, notes 
and emails full of love and appreciation 
for this servant of God who, along with 
his family, has blessed us individually 
and as a congregation in so many ways 
over the past twenty years.  

After an extensive call process, Pastor 
Mark arrived on a winter’s day in 1997 
with his beautiful wife Patty and their 
two darling little girls, Andrea (5) and 
Lauren (2).  Meals were one of the first 
“perks” they enjoyed when Patty was 
put on bed rest as she awaited the birth 
of baby David in April.   Pastor Mark 
now recalls that the idea of following 
the 26-year tenure of St. Andrew’s 
beloved Pastor George Lobien was 
a little intimidating, but he got to 
work, the congregation embraced and 
supported him, the Spirit was with 
him, and the rest is history!  

From the start of the Futures 
discernment process that began early 
in Pastor Mark’s time at St. Andrew 
back on Georgia Avenue in Wheaton, 
his visionary leadership has inspired 
our congregation to “move the ball 
forward” for Christ.  Through times of 
discussion, prayer, voting, research, 
building (with all its ups and downs), 
moving in 2008 to a brand new “home,” 
beginning new ministries and always 
seeking God’s will for the next steps, 
the Holy Spirit has guided our church 
family with lots of vision, courage and 
encouragement from Pastor Mark.

Thanks to so many of you who shared 
words of appreciation for Pastor Mark 
last month. Many, many cards, letters, 
and notes were included in the “gift 
box” that was presented to him on 
Sunday, January 22.  Most spoke of 
his wonderful preaching, relatable 
story-telling, funny (?) jokes, visionary 
leadership, inclusiveness, caring, and 
the many ways that he and his family 
have supported members and friends 
through the joyful times (marriage, 
baptism, confirmation) as well as the 
heartbreaks (family crises, illness, loss 
of loved ones).   

Through it all, Pastor Mark has been 
our “rock” and inspiration, and for 
that we give thanks and praise to God, 
and pray for more years together in 
ministry. 

Among the submissions of members 
and friends, there’s one “tribute” 
that brings a perspective unique 
enough to share.  Some of you may be 
familiar with this author’s work from 
his “news” column called The Droege 
Report that appeared regularly in St. 
Andrew’s News during the time of our 
church relocation from 2006 to 2008.  
It’s been quite awhile since we’ve 
heard from him, but here goes …  

Pastor Hricko Marks 20 Years at St Andrew



9

February 2017 Volume 68 Issue  2

h

An Anniversary Tribute
First, let me reiterate what a special congregation St. Andrew is.  I know you have 
tried to keep it a secret, but I hear the hallway whispers: “He’s been here 20 years … 
such a special person … not sure what St. Andrew would be like without him … we 
should do something for him.”  Well, you are all too kind and yes, March 16, 2017 is 
the 20th anniversary of my membership here at St. Andrew. 

Let me tell you a little bit about how I came to bless this congregation with my 
presence. In 1996, I moved to the Silver Spring area and went looking for a church 
home.  When I visited St. Andrew, I saw that they had a wonderful pastor, George 
Lobien. With Pastor Lobien at the helm, I decided the church was in good hands and 

therefore I would find a different parish that was in need of my help. I looked around for a while and 
then heard that Pastor Lobien had retired and LCSA had a new pastor. So I visited again on January 19, 
1997, and heard Pastor Hricko give his first sermon.  Immediately, I knew that LCSA needed me. 

Although Pastor Hricko is 25 years my senior, I took him under my wing to mentor him. During the 
past twenty years he has been involved in a number of scandals that I had to help him clean up. We 
all remember when St. Andrew went live online and Pastor Hricko insisted on a webpage banner that 
said, “Home of the 93 minute sermon!” This was followed by the revelation that he was getting most 
of his sermon jokes from a website run by the Methodists entitled: “Despite Our Background, We 
Can Be Funny.” And then there was the time in the early 2000’s that he declared at a board meeting, 
“Everyone else gets Christmas off. Why not me?” 

Well, after all those unforced errors, Pastor Hricko’s popularity in the congregation was at a low point, 
and I was ready to advise him that perhaps pastoring was not for him; accounting might be his true 
calling. Then, it hit me: We need to make it appear as though other Lutheran congregations want 
him to come be the pastor at their church.  I told him that I had used this tactic early in my career. (I 
didn’t tell him that I was unemployed for five years afterward).  I got in touch with my friend Rudolph 
Hosnitz in Wisconsin and told him to call Pastor Hricko and invite him to come to his church outside of 
Oshkosh the next Sunday. Rudy did what I asked and then - I’m 
not sure how - the rumors started flying that Pastor Hricko had 
received a “call” from a church in Wisconsin. Immediately his 
approval ratings shot through the roof. If a Wisconsin church 
wanted our Pastor, then he must be terrific! The “spin” worked 
magic!  No matter the many stumbles Pastor Hricko has suffered 
since then, he has remained much beloved by the folks here at 
St. Andrew.

So, while I know the 20th anniversary celebration festivities 
and well wishes at St. Andrew were meant for me, please make 
sure you remember Pastor Hricko has also been here for 20 
years. While he still makes mistakes, like letting me write the 
occasional column in this newsletter, he and his whole family 
are terrific and have been a blessing to this congregation. I 
hope it will continue for another 20 years. 

Phil Droege, LCSA Member (20 years) 
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   4th Annual Global Mission Team

Sunday, March 5 
Starts at 12:15 pm

Proceeds will benefit mission trips, 
Bethania Kids Foundation, Women’s 

Empowerment and other GMT projects.

Cooks and Tasters Needed! 
 Registration coming soon in the Commons

and online at mystandrew.org.

Lenten 
Mid-Week 

Worship
Wednesdays

Beginning
March 8

Dinner at 6:00
Worship at 7:00
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Dear Friends,
What a pleasant and welcome   surprise 
to receive the flowers from the altar at 
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew.  
It is a warm and welcome feeling to 
be remembered with good wishes.  
Your thoughtfulness surely brought 
sunshine to my day.  Thank you!
In His Service,
Pastor Dean Anderson

Dear Friends at St. Andrew,
Thank you so much for praying for me 
and keeping me in your thoughts since 
I was diagnosed with congestive heart 
failure last July. It makes it so much 
easier to face a difficult time such as 
this when I have such caring people 
asking me how I am feeling and telling 
me that they are praying for me.
Love,
Paul Kirby

The Snowman Difference Continues!
Last month, we shared some quotes 
from young adults who benefited from 
the Christmas “Snowman” Gift Drive.  
Now hear from grateful parents at 
Green Castle Elementary School who 
were able to give their children a happy 
Christmas thanks to your generosity:

“Thank you and may God bless you 
now and for the New Year! You have 
helped me make my son’s Christmas!”

“I thank you so much. I appreciate 
you all having kind hearts and putting 
smiles on my children’s faces. Happy 
Holidays!”

“Thank you so much for this blessing. 
It helps my family so much at this 
time.”

A great BIG thank you, to everyone 
who supported the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League’s Christmas Card 
Tree this time around.  Donations 
totaled $1,595, which will be divided 
between Bethania Kids Foundation 
in India and Christ Lutheran Church 
of the Deaf in Silver Spring. Financial 
support is essential to these groups, 
and your generosity will benefit them 
greatly. Thank you again, and please 
keep these ministries in your prayers. 
Karen Matthiesen

Dear St. Andrew Friends, 
Thank you for your donation to the 
New Hampshire Estates Elementa-
ry School and Oak View Elementary 
School PTA on behalf of the victims of 
the Flower Branch Apartments fire in 
Silver Spring in August 2016.  Nineteen 
of our students and their families were 
directly affected by this tragedy, and 
your generous donations have made a 
big difference as we work closely with 
school staff, Linkages to Learning, and 
other partners who are helping to re-
settle and support these families.  We 
appreciate your support.  
Erin Taylor, PTA President
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