
1

January 2017 Volume 68 Issue  1

 7 Common Ground Returns

 7 New Bible Studies

 7 Health Warriors Update

 7 Volunteers Needed at C-4

 7 The “Snowman” Difference

 7 Preschool Enrolling for Fall 

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

Before we rush into the New Year, 
I want to thank those who make St. 
Andrew their spiritual home and 
have so beautifully reflected the 
light of Christ in 2016. The seasons 
of Advent and Christmas never 
fail to bring the enormity of your 
faithfulness, service, and generosity 
into focus for me as I watch the 
church house being decorated (then 
un-decorated!), gifts for those in need 
being wrapped, children rehearsing 
for the annual Christmas pageant, and 
adults collaborating on the dozens of 
services and many other events that 
are held at St. Andrew in praise of 
Christ. Add to that the much longer 
list of things I’ve seen you do all year 
long for the hope of our world into 
which He came. And as if that’s not 
enough, your personal greetings and 
expressions of love at Christmastime 
remind me over and over again of the 
family God has made of us and how 
blessed I am to be part of it.

As 2017 unfolds, we obviously don’t 
know what the future will bring. 
But into it we go, walking by faith, 
dreaming dreams, and asking our 
Lord to steer us in the way He would 
have us go.

Not long before Christmas, the series 
of forums which followed last fall’s 
church-wide Membership Summit 
finally concluded. In the early weeks 
of the New Year, our Futures Task 
Force will review the feedback 
received and determine next steps for 
your consideration and our forward 

movement as a church on God’s 
mission. Based on the reports of our 
forum leaders, your responses were 
helpful, your openness was evident, 
and your spirit was very encouraging. 
Though I’m not surprised by 
your willingness to consider new 
possibilities for our ministry, neither 
do I take it for granted as I invite you 
to stand by for another chance to 
participate in our discernment of the 
Spirit’s guidance for the future of our 
life together.

As many of you already know, 2017 
will mark the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. Believe it or not, it will 
also mark the 10th anniversary of the 
cornerstone laying for our “then” new 
church facilities. I wasn’t around for 
the Reformation, but I well remember 
our more recent steps toward the 
renewal and re-forming of our mission 
through a relocation and expansion 
of our home base for ministry. That 
said, I know that hundreds of you 
weren’t around for that moment in 
our history, because you were the 
ones we were doing it for. And so, as 
the year unfolds, rest assured that 
we’ll be thinking of how we can all 
celebrate the past in ways that propel 
us into the future for the glory of God 
so that still others will find themselves 
in the story of grace.

Also rest assured that you will be in my 
daily prayers, that God will make His 
loving presence known to you in 2017 

Continued on  page 2

news
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

   St.Andrew’s 
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

God called us to be part of His fam-
ily for a reason: It’s hard to grow 
alone!  Our St. Andrew community 
will meet you where you are and 
walk beside you to a closer relation-
ship with God. 

. Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
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  opportunity to explore 

the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing 
for your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org. We’ll be happy to 
talk with you to find the answers you 
seek. 

no matter what your future holds, 
that you will respond with faithful 
worship, service, and generosity of 
spirit and treasure, and that in actions 
as well as words, St. Andrew will touch 
many more lives with the light of the 
One who gives us “hope and a future” 
and makes all things new in Christ!

A blessed 2017 to one and all, and 
many thanks again!

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko
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New Year, New Plan! 
Common Ground 

Wednesdays,  January 11 – February 15

Dinner at 6:00 pm
Informal Praise & Prayer at 6:30 pm

Groups & Classes at 6:40 pm
Closing at 7:45 pm

Winter Session Offerings Will Include:
• Exploring Our Masks: The Art of Authentic Christian Living

• Christian History Made Easy, Part II: The Reformation and Beyond
• Shakespeare: Faith & Politics in Henry V 

Details and registration in the bulletin 
and online at mystandrew.org

New Bible Studies
“Between

Heaven and Mirth”
Begins January 8

Sundays at 9:30 am
What place does humor have in 
the life of a follower of Christ? The 
question has been answered in 
many different ways.  Author James 
Martin, SJ calls his book, “Between 
Heaven and Mirth,” “one person’s 
encouragement to consider faith 
as something that leads to joy,” and 
“an invitation, a challenge even, to 
rethink the importance of humor 
and laughter in the life of believ-
ers.” For more information and to 
reserve a book, contact Bill or Anne 
Harpster at harpster77@hotmail.
com.

The Gospel 
of  Mark

New Women’s Study
Begins January 11

Wednesdays at 9:30 am
Follow Jesus from His early days of 
ministry all the way to the cross in this 
7-session study with video teaching 
by Lisa Harper.  Be inspired by the 
extravagant love of a Savior who is 
moved to compassion by all our joys 
and our sorrows.  There is a $20 fee 
for materials.  Reserve your space and 
a book by signing up in the Commons, 
or contacting Robyn Howland at 240-
345-2024 or robynhowland@hotmail.
com.

Keep your eye 
on the bulletin 

announcements in the 
weeks ahead for 
more information 

about upcoming Bible 
studies and 

small groups!
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
“...Do not be afraid. In My arms, you are safe. 

In My house there is room. In My heart, there is love. 
On My lips, there is hope: God with us, Immanuel, My Son. 

In My arms, Immanuel, My Son.” 
Scripture adapted from Matthew 1:18-23, Isaiah 60:1, 61:2 and 53:3, 7  

and from the anthem “In My Arms” by Philip Biedenbender. 

Whatever your interests or abilities, 
there is a way to share them with 
others. Our Social Ministry Team 
partners with many community groups 
and meets once a month at church to 
review ongoing projects. The team’s 
enthusiasm is inviting and compelling. 
We hope you all will prayerfully 
consider how you can be the Hands of 
Christ to those around you in this new 
year!

From Our Faith Community Nurse, 
Marilee Tollefson:
I recently attended the St. Olaf College 
Christmas Festival, where the words 
above were sung by one of the choirs. 
One of the paragraphs of the song 
read: “Hope. Hope blooms. With the 
dawning of the light, hope blooms. 'I 
am the light of the world.’ With this 
light, in Christ, we see anew. We are 
able to see more clearly. And what 
do we see? We see the world. And 
it is good. We see our neighbor. And 
we are filled with love. We breathe 
deeply. We live in this hope.” These 
are our thoughts as we enter the new 
year. We pray for God’s blessings in 
our lives, ways to serve and ways to 
receive.

 7 If you are 55+ and looking for ways 
to keep yourself healthy this year, 
join Senior Fit, a free exercise 
program with a dynamic leader, 
meeting twice weekly in our Great 
Room. Come and build friendships 
and muscle! 

 7 If you are caring for a loved one 
in your home or coordinating 
care long-distance, our Caregiver 
Support Group meets on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 
1:00 pm and again at 7:00 pm. 
Participants share in a trusting 
atmosphere the successes and 
challenges of the caregiving 
experience.

 7 If you are senior looking to become 
more active, join our Senior Adult 
Fellowship. We meet the first 
Tuesday of every month for a 
stimulating and entertaining social 
activity, and twice each month we 

No matter what your 
needs, we are here to help! 

No matter what your 
skil ls or interests, we can 

help you f ind 
a way to serve.  

partner with St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church. 

 7 If you are living with chronic health 
problems or issues, we invite you 
to join “Health Warriors,” our 
Chronic Illness Support Group, 
to learn from each other and 
from community experts about 
alternative and state-of-the-art 
complementary modalities for 
coping with these issues. The 
group meets the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month in 
the Lower Level Prayer Room.

 7 If you have gifts to share and you 
want to make a difference in the 
lives of our church family, as well as 
the underserved in our community, 
watch for opportunities listed in 
the church bulletin and newsletter. 
We have a Card Ministry, which 
you can participate in from home, 
sending caring notes to those 
who are ill, lonely or grieving. You 
may also participate in the Prayer 
Ministry from home, as long as we 
can contact you via email.

CPR/AED Training
We all can feel safer now! Thanks to 
generous assistance from the Above 
& Beyond Gift Program, we have 
certified six more parishioners in CPR/
AED training, who will be added to the 
list for ushers to identify during each 
service in case of medical emergencies. 
If you are CPR/AED trained, please 
identify yourself to an usher when you 
enter for worship, just in case your 
services are needed. Ushers may not 
know all of your faces yet! 



5

January 2017 Volume 68 Issue  1

Health Warriors
Promoting wellness lifestyles 

and  facing mind, body, and spirit 
challenges together!

Health Warriors is a support group for 
people of all ages who are challenged 
by short- or long-term health concerns 
or who are caring for someone 
with such concerns. When facing 
management of chronic conditions 
and/or recovery from illness, surgery 
or injury, it can be a great comfort 
to know we’re not alone. Sometimes 
it’s a friend to sit or walk beside us.  
Sometimes it’s a hug or a small gesture 
of kindness.  Sometimes we pray for a 
good Samaritan to pick us up when 
we don’t feel we can rise again on our 
own.  

No matter your age, challenge, or 
how you come to us, this group will 
be ready to offer love and care to help 
bring vitality and joy back to your life. 
As we meet throughout the year, we 
share openly, eat nutritious meals 
together, enjoy art, exercise classes 
and guest speakers, and venture out 
into the community. We will gather on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month, beginning on January 3, from 
10:30 am to noon. You will find us in 
the Prayer Room on the lower level. 
For more information, contact Sheila 
Langston at slangstos@gmail.com or 
301-273-3536.

Senior Adult 
Fellowship 

 The Village Movement: 
Aging in Place

Pot Luck Soup & Salad 
Luncheon

January 10 at 11 am
The Village Movement, a relatively 
new concept, is an alternative living 
arrangement for older adults who 
wish to age in place while remaining 
socially active and physically and 
emotionally healthy. The main purpose 
is to enable seniors to live at home 
for as long as possible with the help 
of inter-generational organizations 
that provide volunteer assistance and 
access to services. 

Montgomery County has about 
two dozen “villages” -  some active 
and some still in development. 
The Villages organize referrals to 
community services, transportation, 
and in-home support, which may 
include meals, laundry, home repair, 
pet care, computer help, friendly calls 
and visiting. Some Villages offer book 
clubs, walking groups, knitting clubs, 
guest speakers, and outings. Each 
Village is designed by local community 
members to reflect their specific 
interests and needs. 

At this meeting, we will welcome 
Pazit Aviv, coordinator of the Village 
Movement, to explain this new 
concept. Following the talk, we will 
enjoy a pot luck soup & salad lunch. 
Please sign up at the Welcome Center. 
Need a ride to the church? Contact 
Marilee Tollefson in the office.

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 
Faith Community Nurse 

301-384-4394 
marileetollefson@gmail.com

Avoiding Those 
Winter Blues

If you find yourself feeling down 
during the cold, dark days of winter, 
you are not alone!  Read on for some 
ideas for dealing with the stress until 
spring arrives:
Remembering bad times:
Ask yourself if a bad time is likely to 
happen again.  If the answer is no, give 
thanks for being able to explore new 
ways of doing and being. If the answer 
is yes, look for ways you can minimize 
the opportunity for the person or 
situation to disrupt harmony for you 
and others.
Loss of past good times:
The emotional hole left by someone’s 
absence cannot be filled.  For some, 
it is more helpful to maintain parts 
of past rituals.  For others, a new 
approach is preferred.  Consider which 
is more helpful to you!
Expectations:
What are you expecting of yourself 
and of others this season? What are 
others expecting of you? How realistic 
are everyone’s expectations? Can they 
be changed?
New rituals:
Opportunities for new rituals always 
come up in our lives. To make room 
for them, some old rituals might have 
to be relegated to memory.  Which 
are the rituals that give you the most 
peace and joy? Which seem only to 
cause stress?  
Abundant life:
Christ came into the world so that we 
might live more abundantly.  Does 
that mean over-indulging? Or does it 
mean taking care of ourselves?

Listen to your heart
Worship God

Exercise
Pray
Rest

Give thanks
Love one another

Be gentle with yourself!



6

January 2017 Volume 68 Issue 1

SOCIAL MinistrySOCIAL Ministry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
301-871-7413 

petzold37@gmail.com

February 19 
Collection

Every month, the Manna Food Center 
offers approximately 60 pounds of 
perishable and non-perishable food 
to about 3,760 families. This allows 
families to boost their food stocks 
by more than $100 a month.  Food 
boxes are distributed from Manna’s 
warehouse daily and through a 
network of satellite locations.

Last February, St. Andrew members 
and friends contributed more than 
14,000 pounds of food to help resupply 
Manna’s shelves, and we are gearing 
up once again.  Each year that we have 
participated, we have surpassed the 
previous year’s contribution because 
of your generous contributions.

Grocery bags and a list of needed 
items will be available in the Commons 
starting January 29.  The Manna truck 
will be at St. Andrew on February 19 
from 7:30 to 11:30 am. Monday night 
worshippers may bring their bags in on 
February 13.  We will also accept checks 
payable to LCSA with “Manna” in the 
memo line. A full $0.94 of every dollar 
donated goes directly to programs that 
feed hungry neighbors.

Volunteers are needed to load the 
truck at St. Andrew between services 
on February 19. If you can help, please 
contact Carol Petzold at 301-871-
7413 or petzold37@gmail.com. If you 
would like to volunteer at the Manna 
warehouse, please contact Carolyn 
Carlson at carolyncarlson4@aol.com.

C-4 Clothes Closet
January is our month to provide 
volunteers at the C-4 Clothes Closet.  
No experience is necessary. Just show 
up on Tuesday, Thursday or Friday 
mornings between 9:00 and 11:00 
am.  We will be sorting and hanging 
clothing.  The Clothes Closet is located 
in the old Colesville Elementary School, 
14015 New Hampshire Avenue at the 
southern corner of New Hampshire 
Avenue and the ICC. Heading  south 
from St. Andrew, it is the first l e f t 
turn past the ICC overpass. You w i l l 
find plenty of parking at the rear. Sign 
up at the Welcome Desk or contact 
Carol Petzold at 301 871 7413 or 
petzold37@gmail.com.   

Kids’ Clothing 
Needed!

The Clothes Closet is in need of toddler 
clothing, especially pants in sizes 
2T and 3T. Donations of children’s 
clothing, sizes 5-14, are desperately 
needed at the Hyattsville Compassion 
Center sponsored by the Lutheran 
Mission Society as well. If you have 
gently used items to donate, please 
mark  bags “Children’s Clothing” and 
place them in the designated box in 
the Coat Room.

Toy Drive Helps More 
Than 1000 Families

THANKS!  THANKS!  THANKS! For 
the awesome response to our call 
for toys for C-4, where more than 
1,000 children were made merrier 
at Christmas. And more thanks for 
the special-request gifts on the 
“Snowman” tags for families in the 
Linkages to Learning program. Folks 
in our Senior Fit class, with no other 
connection to St. Andrew, brought 
many toys for the C-4 collection, and 
there was an amazing quantity of gifts 
to deliver! Your generosity in helping 
those in need is greatly appreciated.

LMS Collections
January 22 & February 26

The Lutheran Mission Society (LMS) 
is collecting items for those in need 
on January 22 (the fourth, but not 
last, Sunday of January) and February 
26. Special needs this time of year 
include men’s warm clothing and 
children’s coats. Please pack breakable 
or crushable  items carefully to avoid 
damage! A box is best. Because we 
did not have a collection in December, 
we hope to see many contributions in 
January. 

Team Meeting
January 16 at 9:30 am

The Social Ministry Team welcomes 
all interested folks to our meeting 
on Martin Luther King Day, January 
16, at 9:30 am in the conference 
room. Items on the agenda include 
finalizing organizational plans 
for filling the Manna Truck in 
February, and planning our March 
collection of household items for 
Lutheran Social Services’ refugee 
resettlement program. We will 
also begin our spring planning 
for summer food distribution to 
hungry children.
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Making A Difference,
One “Snowman” 

at a Time!
This season, the Snowman Gift Drive made an 
amazing difference not only for the children and 
families in the Linkages to Learning program, but also 
for nearly 30 young adults in the Students Engaged 
in Pathways to Achievement (SEPA) program at 
Thomas Edison High School of Technology. The 
students in the SEPA program, who are between 18 
and 21 years old, arrived in the United States too 

late to complete the requirements for a high school diploma.  They study English 
and math at their home school for a half-day and a trade at Edison for the other 
half-day.  Read on for heartwarming stories shared by Karen Shilling, who works 
with these students and delivered our “Snowman” gifts to them: 

 7 Glendy, age 20, couldn’t attend school for her first two years in the 
U.S. because she had to earn money to repay debt to the person who 
helped her get here. She is on her own and was recently joined by her 
brother, age 17.  When opening gifts, Glendy was most excited about 
the gifts for her brother. She was on the verge of tears at the thought 
that Americans who don’t even know them had given them gifts and a 
Giant gift card that will allow them to purchase a special holiday meal.

 7 Karen, age 20, lives with her older brother, who is the family breadwinner.  
Recently he fell very ill and is unable to work.  She was so touched by 
the gift card, coat, hat, gloves and scarf and was amazed that they were 
her style, asking “How did they know?”

 7 William, age 19, lives on his own. Last year he was “adopted” by Social 
Ministry team members Kay Caviness and Janet Burton.  He is always 
asking how “the señoras” are, and was thrilled that they packed up a 
few gifts for him again this year.

 7 Samari, age 20, opened her gifts and said, “Last night I was dreaming 
about a new warm jacket. I could only spend 20 minutes outside looking 
at Christmas lights because I was freezing from the cold weather.”

 7 Albidio said he was thankful for his new coat after having it for the 
weekend. “For sure, there is no way cold can enter this coat!” he 
reported with a smile.

A holiday dinner was held on December 15 for 24 students in CREA, a new evening 
program.  These students work all day and study four evenings each week to 
learn English, math and a trade. Thanks to Kay, Janet, the Social Ministry Team 
and the generous “snowman” donors, each CREA student received a new 
hat, gloves and a scarf.  All the recipients were so touched that strangers wanted 
to help them. Most of them live on their own, and holidays away from family in a 
new country can be very lonely. These simple gifts are bringing the love of Christ 
to new neighbors in need, one “snowman” at a time. Thank you all! 

EMEAN Door Collection
January 8

The Eastern Montgomery Emergency 
Assistance Network (EMEAN) is a local 
organization that delivers assistance 
to people in emergency situations. 
EMEAN provides one-time rent 
payments for people about to be 
evicted, utility payments to prevent 
heat, water or electricity from being 
turned off, and pharmacy payments 
for much-needed medication. At our 
worship services on Sunday, January 8, 
there will be a door collection for funds 
to keep a family screened by EMEAN 
from becoming homeless, going 
without heat, water or electricity or 
suffering without critical medication. 
Please be generous! Thank you!

Your generosity is bringing 
the love of Christ to 

neighbors in need!  
Thank you! 

Donate Your
2017 Calendars

We’re still accepting 2017 Calendars for 
people who can use them. If you have 
extras, please leave them in the desig-
nated box on the shelf in the Coat Room.
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Craft Ministry 
News

Crafters, prepare to resume weekly 
gatherings on February 1. Bring your 
ideas and your laughter, and be ready 
for tons of fun as we put together 
another exciting and successful  
Holiday Craft Fair. Mark your calendars 
now: This year’s Craft Fair will be a bit 
earlier than usual - November 4,  2017.

Financial Education 
Ministry

Global Mission Team
4th Annual

Soup Showdown
Sunday, March 5

The Soup Showdown is becoming a 
St. Andrew tradition, and this year 
it is scheduled for Sunday, March 5 
at 12:15 pm.  The Global Mission 
Team is once again sponsoring this 
fun event to benefit Global Mission 
projects.  Both cooks and tasters 
will be needed, and this year bakers 
will also have the opportunity 
to share breads and desserts for 
tasting. Mark your calendar and 
start experimenting with recipes! 
More details coming soon! 

A Wise New Year’s Resolution: Plan for Retirement 
 
God calls us to be good stewards of the resources He has given us.  If you’re like many 
Americans who set a New Year’s resolution to improve your savings and financial situation, 
perhaps a great place to start is with retirement savings.  See below for the IRS limits on 
contributions to retirement accounts for 2017:   
 

Account type  2017 Limit 2016 Limit 
401(k) / 403(b) / 457 / TSP $18,000 $18,000 
Simplified Employee Pension 
(SEP) IRA Annual 
Compensation Limit 

$270,000 $265,000 

Total Annual Defined 
Contribution Limit 

$54,000 $53,000 

Catch-up contribution (age 
50 or over in 2017) 

$6,000 $6,000 

SIMPLE IRA $12,500 $12,500 
SIMPLE IRA catch-up 
contribution (age 50 or over 
in 2017) 

$3,000 $3,000 

IRA / Roth IRA $5,500 $5,500 
IRA / Roth IRA catch-up 
contribution (age 50 or over 
in 2017) 

$1,000 $1,000 

 
Please note for IRA contributions there may be income limitations to determine your eligibility 
to contribute.  As always, please consult a tax advisor for questions specific to your situation. 

A Wise New Year’s Resolution: 
Plan for Retirement

Help With Meal for 
Carroll House Shelter
Once a month Evelyn Doermann co-
ordinates dinner for the Carroll House 
Shelter. If you can provide a salad or 
vegetable for Monday, January 23, 
please contact Evelyn at 410-300-1027 
or emdoermann@gmail.com.

Safeway Stamps
Hurry! January 3 Deadline! 
There are just a few days left to 
participate in the Safeway stamps 
promotion by sharing your stamps 
to earn cookware for donation to 
refugee families. The promotion ends 
January 3. Please bring all stamps to  
the Petzold mailbox in the Commons 
ASAP. We don’t want to miss a 
single opportunity to make another 
contribution to help Lutheran Social 
Services resettle refugee families. By 
early December, we had contributed a 
dozen pots and pans.  Can we offer 20 
or more by the end of the promotion?

God calls us to be good stewards of the resources He has given 
us. If you’re like many Americans who set a New Year’s resolution 
to improve your savings and financial situation, perhaps a 
great place to start is with retirement savings. See the table below 
for IRS limits on contributions to retirement accounts for 2017: 
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Questions? 
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com.

PRESCHOOLnews
A new year is upon us, and the fun 
continues at Preschool. It's already 
time to think of the new school 
year that will begin in September, 
which means that registration for 
2017-2018 will open on Tuesday, 
January 10  for church members 
and current preschool families, who 
have first priority.  Visit our website 
beginning January 10 to download 
the updated registration form, 
and leave completed forms in the 
preschool mailbox in the office.  

Registration will open to the general 
public on Tuesday, January 17, with 
an Open House from 12:30 to 2:30 
pm. Invite friends to bring their 
children for a tour of our wonderful 
school. 

In case of inclement weather, 
our Open House “Snow Date” is 
Thursday, January 19,  from 12:30-
2:30 pm.

Age requirements for the upcoming 
school year are as follows:
•  Two year olds must be 2 by June 
30, 2017.
• Three year olds must be 3 by 
September 1, 2017.
• Four year olds must be 4 by 
September 1, 2017.

All three-year-old and four-year-old 
children must be potty-trained.
 

CHILDREN’S Ministry

Please continue to pray for our 
students and staff as we kick off 
2017 and plan for the remainder of 
this school year. 

Health, peace and joy 
be with you all 

in the coming year, 
from all of us at the 

Preschool!

Baby, it’s cold outside ... 
but at One-der-land our hearts are warm!

The new year means new Bible stories for the children at One-der-land! We’ll 
get right back into the groove of our Bible lessons, complete with our fun videos 
and lesson plans that highlight timeless stories in a relevant, entertaining way. 
Drop your children off before the 9:30 am service and pick them up when the 
service is over. Children in kindergarten through 5th grade meet in Room 118; 
Pre-K children meet in Room 122; and 6th graders meet in Room 110 on the 
Lower Level. 

We could use a few more adult volunteers who enjoy working with children. This 
does not have to be a weekly commitment, but if you could help once every few 
weeks it would be an enormous blessing to the children of St. Andrew.  What’s 
more, you will be amazed at how you will be blessed by the children and the 
experience! To get more information and express interest, please contact Lia Mai 
Puskar at lcsakids@yahoo.com or 301-384-2660. 
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Office Holiday
December 26-30

The church office will be closed from 
Monday, December 26 through Friday, 
December 30 so that our staff can take 
a much needed break after the busy 
holiday season.  Emergency messages 
will be retrieved once daily during that 
time. The entire staff of St. Andrew 
wishes you and yours a wonderful 
New Year.  We look forward to seeing 
you in January! 

 

Behold, 
I make al l 

things new!
Revelation 21:5 

Dear St. Andrew Friends, 
I would like to thank Roger Caldow,  
Marilee Tollefson, Luis Escobar and 
other friends of St. Andrew for all 
the help they have given me with 
my wheelchair issues. I’m very 
appreciative.
Sincerely, 
Jeremiah Hamilton

Dear Friends at St. Andrew, 
A heartfelt thank you to Karen 
Matthiesen and Claudia Jacobson 
for the delivery of the beautiful altar 
flowers and the inspiring card. My 
spirits were joyfully uplifted. 
Blessings, 
Ginny Hamilton

Dear Pastor Hricko,
Thank you for being an ECAC (East 
Coast Association of Congregations) 
member! You and your church have 
been lifted up in prayer at Concordia 
College, N.Y. We prayed for your 
ministry, and we praised God for your 
support of our Christian college. Our 
heart rejoices as we work together 
sharing the Gospel with all of God’s 
people. 
Kathy Dresser
Director of Church Relations

Dear Friends,
Thanks to your congregation for the 
generous contribution of $1,400. This 
gift will help prevent evictions and 
utility turn-offs for families in crisis here 
in the eastern part of Montgomery 
County. Continuing support from 
our member congregations enables 
EMEAN to apply for additional funding 
from government grants and other 
organizations. We are truly blessed to 
have the ability to help those in need 
and could not continue without the 
support of congregations like yours.
Most gratefully,
Kristianne Taweel
Executive Director, EMEAN

Dear Friends,
2016 was a tough year medically for 
Marilyn and me, and it would have 
been impossible to negotiate without 
the help of our family at St. Andrew.  
Thank you very much for your prayers, 
your cards, your calls, and your physical 
presence and assistance!
George and Marilyn Candler

In the case of inclement weather, 
please listen to WTOP radio (103.5 
FM) or visit wtopnews.com for 
information regarding church activity 
cancellations.
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