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Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

St. Andrew’s 

news
“Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in 
every leaf of springtime.” -- Martin Luther  

With daylight saving time, the first day of spring, and the mild winter we’ve 
had, the fulfillment of Luther’s words certainly gets me thinking about the 
coming of Easter.  

But not so fast!  

The Lenten days of self-denial and deep meditation are still underway, and I’m 
convinced that only those who walk in the way of the cross through their life 
and worship will experience the full effects of the stunning contrast between 
death and resurrection.  In fact, one of the blessings of having grown up in a 
devout Christian family was the annual experience of holding a palm branch 
at the beginning of Holy Week, communing on Maundy Thursday, walking 
out of a dark and solemn worship experience on Good Friday, but then re-
entering that same holy space on Easter morning to the sight of lilies and 
colorful banners and extra worshipers who couldn’t stay away from the great 
celebration.  Beyond our worship and service to God, it was, and still is, divine 
drama, and its power to spiritually place me on the road from Jerusalem’s 
entrance to the Upper Room, Calvary, and the garden tomb is undiminished 
after all these years.

I invite you to join me for all of it and I pray that you will.  Don’t shortcut the 
impact of your Easter experience by missing the sacred days that precede it.  
Book it now and see what I mean!

Dear Friends,

Continued on page 2
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP
God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason: It’s hard to 
grow alone!  Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God. 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 

  opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of  
Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or 
at mystandrew.org. We’ll be happy 
to talk with you to find the answers 
you seek. 

Continued from page 1

The word Lent is a shortening of 
the Old English word lencten, which 
means springtime.  And that it is as we 
make our way to all the experiences 
through which “our Lord has written 
the promise of resurrection.”  To that 
end, I pray that April 2017 will mark 
a new springtime in your spiritual life 
and that the ministry of St. Andrew, 
which is very much alive, will strongly 
support you in all the seasons of your 
life. Whether you approach Easter 
with tears, like Mary Magdalene, 
or you just can’t wait to hear the 
sounds of the congregation saying 
“He is risen indeed,” I welcome you 
to come and see the Crucified and 
Risen Christ greeting you in all your 
joys and sorrows through words, 
sacraments, people who love Him, 
and as if that isn’t enough, “in every 
leaf of springtime.”

The Lord be with you+

In Christ, your brother,

Pastor Hricko    

In This Issue...
 » Holy Week Schedule

 » BBQ & Blues: A Night on the Delta

 » Soup Showdown Winners

 » Spring Fling Craft Show

 » Common Ground Returns

 » Easter Egg Roll & Hunt

 » What’s in a Tithe?

 » HoneyBaked Fundraiser

 » Donate an Easter Lily!

Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

Wellspring Pastors 
Meet at St. Andrew

On March 13, senior pastors 
representing congregations from 
Maryland through North Carolina 
gathered at St. Andrew for the 
Wellspring Center Senior Pastors 
Retreat. In addition to worship, 
fellowship, and mutual support, the 
group welcomed Dr. Jim Burkee, 
Dean of Program Development and 
International Education at Concordia 
College-New York, who led a discussion 
on the topic of growing tribalism 
in both church and culture, and 
the challenges and opportunities it 
represents for congregations and their 
leaders.  Dr. Burkee is also the author 
of the book Power, Politics, and the 
Missouri Synod.  Pastor Hricko serves 
as head of the Wellspring Center 
leadership team, and Pastor Jotham 
Johann is its executive director.
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Holy Week at St. andreW

PALM SUNDAY, April 9
8:00 and 9:30 am  Traditional Worship  

11:00 am Contemporary Praise

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 13
7:00 pm  Worship

GOOD FRIDAY, April 14
11:00 am Family Worship

7:00 pm Evening Worship

HOLY SATURDAY, April 15
10:00 am Easter Egg Roll and Hunt

EASTER SUNDAY, April 16
8:00 and 9:30 am Traditional Festival Worship

11:00 am Contemporary Praise for Easter

EASTER MONDAY, April 17
7:00 pm Worship
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Thanks to all the tasters and cooks 
who participated in St. Andrew’s  4th 
Annual Soup Showdown on March 5!  
We had a wonderful turnout, and the 
competition was fierce and delicious. 
It was a perfect cold day for tasting 
soup. The Global Mission Team is 
grateful to everyone who came out 
to support the event and raise funds 
for the Bethania Kids Foundation, 
women’s empowerment projects, 
mission trips, and other GMT 
projects.  Special thanks to Thrivent 
for their Action Grant that deferred 
the cost of supplies.  The two new 
categories, Bread of Life and Fruit of 
the Spirit, were welcome additions 
to the other soup categories. 

And the awards go to . . .   

Beasts of the Land:
Brisket Chili – 
Stan Jackson

Birds of the Air:
Southwest Chicken Enchilada - 
Kay Caviness

Fish of the Sea: 
Caribbean Seafood – 
Lenore Ammons

Grains of the Field:
Apple Rutabaga – 
Deatrice Williams 

Bread of Life: 
Banana Bread – 
Ashley VanderWeele 

Fruit of the Spirit:
Blueberry Thyme - 
Dave VanderWeele

 Sunday, May 7 at 5 pm

A NIGHT ON THE DELTA
Enjoy an evening of soul-inspiring Blues music
served up with BBQ ribs and chicken, as the

Music Ministry and Holy Smoke team up
for the first annual BBQ & Blues Dinner. 

All proceeds will benefit the Todd Twombley Music Mentoring 
Fund. The fund, administered by Greg Twombley, is based on 
the New York City Music Mentoring Program, which he ran for 20 
years. Greg worked with students who otherwise might not have 
been able to afford quality musical instruments, lessons, and 
opportunities, providing at-risk youth with positive role modeling, 
encouragement and mentoring for life skills that go far beyond 
the music.  

For more information, contact 
Stan Jackson at 301-325-

2981 or sjackson3309@gmail.
com, or Greg Twombley at 

gregtwombley@hotmail.com.  

Stay tuned for more details & 
advance ticket information.

WINNERS
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Senior Adult Fellowship

Fire & Safety Presentation
Tuesday, April 4 at 11 am

Jim Resnick, program manager for Senior Outreach and Education at the 
Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service, will join us on Tuesday, 
April 4 at 11 am to offer tips for keeping ourselves and our loved 
ones safe.  He will cover a variety of topics, including CPR, fire injury 
prevention, stovetop fire extinguishing, emergency procedures in the 
church, and home safety checks. 

Interested in a free home safety check by the MCFRS? Jim will bring a 
sign-up sheet. Following the presentation, we will enjoy build-your-own 
taco salads and dessert.  The cost for lunch is $5 per person.  Please sign 
up at the Welcome Desk.

Join us for this life-saving and life-changing presentation!

Trip to Hillwood Estate
Tuesday, May 2

Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens in 
Northwest Washington is the former home 
of cereal heiress and collector Marjorie 
Merriweather Post.  Ms. Post was a great 
collector of art, and she always meant for her 
treasures to be on display for the public to 
enjoy.  

The Senior Adult Fellowship will visit this 
lovely estate home and garden on Tuesday, 
May 2.  As we tour the home, you may be 
reminded of Downton Abbey with its mix of 
18th century French decorative tapestries, 
furnishings, and small gold objects, as well 
as 19th century Russian decorative arts. The 

Russian collection at the museum includes 90 works by Fabergé and is 
considered the most comprehensive collection of 18th and 19th century 
Russian imperial art outside of the country.

Following a tour of the mansion, we will have lunch on the grounds at 
the Hillwood Café, which features sandwiches and salads.  There will be 
time after lunch to visit the lush gardens and shop for gifts on your own.

The cost for the trip is $20 per person, not including lunch, which we will 
each pay on our own.  Sign up at the Welcome Desk by April 23.  Please 
bring $15 cash for the docent-led tour.   

Lutheran Women in Mission

Spring Rally
Christian Life Event

Saturday, April 1
9 am – 3 pm

Join sisters in Christ
for a time of fellowship,

learning, and growth!

A Spiritual Nourishment Session
will be led by Sandra Poyner, Christian 

Life Chair, and Sheila Langston, 
“Health Warriors” Leader.

Bring “gifts from the heart” for the St 
Andrew Food Pantry (canned vegetables 
or fruit, cake or brownie mixes) or for 
the Lutheran Mission Society (new socks 
and underwear for men, women, and 
children.)

All women welcome!

Registration fee of $15 includes lunch.
RSVP: karenmatthiesen@verizon.net
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Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 or 

marileetollefson@gmail.com

God-Sightings in the
 Health & Wellness Ministry!

As the days pass by in our lives in Christ, we look for His presence among us. 
Those of us serving in the Health & Wellness Ministry are often touched by the 
evidence of God surrounding us. Here are just a few recent examples of His 
presence:

A thank-you note to the card ministry, Creative Spirits, and the home 
prayer chains: “We have a difficult season ahead of us with a long journey, 
but we know with our Almighty God, and the support of our family in 
Christ, brothers and sister like you, we will be able to walk this road while 
glorifying, trusting and praising His name. Thank you for being like Christ 
to us.” 

Families of our seniors who have recently gone to Heaven have extended 
special invitations to members of our Care Teams to join in celebrating 
their loved ones’ lives beyond the memorial services at our church. These 
care team members visit homebound seniors faithfully, offer prayers, and 
help sustain a relationship with the church family when members are not 
able to attend worship on a regular basis.

The first Sunday of every month, more than a dozen people come to 
our Healing Ministers after receiving communion. As they whisper their 
heartfelt needs and concerns, they are wrapped in an embrace, and they 
hear a prayer for their healing and wholeness. An anointing of oil on their 
foreheads is presented as a promise of God’s love for them in their trials.

Each day, people call our office about donating medical supplies and 
equipment.  One day in March, a young woman called because she had 
16 cases of dialysis fluid that she couldn’t bear to waste, but she couldn’t 
find a facility that would accept them. We were able to accept the cases 
because of our partnership with a Messianic Jewish congregation that is 
helping load a cargo vessel for Ghana. The woman wept when she heard 
this.  It turns out that her husband is from Ghana, and she had been praying 
for a way to give thanks for his safety here.  An answered prayer!

One of our pastoral assistants recently was asked to give a eulogy at the 
memorial service of one our homebound parishioners, because his family 
recognized that the assistant cared for their loved one as though part of 
the family.  Our pastoral assistants serve as the Hands of Christ, bringing 
home communion to those who cannot attend church.

We give thanks to God for these opportunities to serve Him and to share His love. 
We welcome you  to join us in making more beautiful stories of service.

HEALTH & Wellness
“May the God of Hope  fill you with all Joy and Peace as you trust in Him,

so that you may overflow with Hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
 Romans 15:13

Health Warriors

Treating the 
Whole Person

St. Andrew was happy to welcome Dr. 
Emily Ratner, director of The Center 
for Integrative Medicine at MedStar 
Montgomery, for a presentation 
February 21 on improving patient 
outcomes by treating the “whole” 
person.  The Center offers massage, 
acupuncture, nutrition counseling, 
reiki, stress management, and 
other holistic treatment modalities 
in coordination with traditional 
medicine.  Dr. Ratner emphasized that 
treatment at the Center addresses 
not only physical symptoms, but also 
the social, psychological, and spiritual 
impact that health issues can have on 
the patient. 

The presentation was sponsored by 
St. Andrew’s Health Warriors Ministry, 
which meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month at 10:30 am. 
If you have any questions or would 
like to join the group, contact Sheila 
Langston at slangstos@gmail.com or 
Marilee Tollefson in the office.  
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SOCIAL MinistrySOCIAL Ministry

Summer Feeding 
Program  

Margie Davis and Evelyn Doermann are 
making plans to bring food to needy 
students again this summer when free 
lunch is not available at school.  Stay 
tuned for details on the program, 
which starts in June.  

And the Hungry 
Shall Be Fed

The collection totals are in!  Once again, 
St. Andrew members and friends gave 
abundantly during our February drive 
to restock the shelves of the Manna 
Food Center.  More than 7,000 pounds 
of food were loaded onto the Manna 
truck parked outside our church on 
February 19.  Monetary contributions 
of $3,226 added another $1 per pound 
to total more than 10,000 pounds of 
food to feed hungry neighbors in need.  
Thank you! 

New Indoor Satellite
Food Distribution Center

Manna will be moving two of 
its satellite distribution centers 
indoors, thanks to a partnership with 
Montgomery County’s Department of 
Recreation. The new sites will offer 
a more hospitable environment for 
distributing food, but they will need 
additional volunteer groups. Manna is 
looking for groups that can commit to 
a regular year-round schedule, either 
every week or the same week(s) each 
month.  Volunteers will help set up, 
check in clients, load carts, and take 
food to clients’ cars.  Volunteers must 
be 17 years old (or rising seniors), and 
students can earn SSL hours. For more 
information, contact Carol Petzold at 
301-871-7413 or petzold37@gmail.
com.   

C-4 to Host 
Benefit Dinner

The Colesville Council of Community 
Congregations (C-4) is planning a 
fundraising dinner at the Greek Village 
Restaurant in the Colesville Shopping 
Center to support the C-4 Clothes 
Closet and the distribution of toys at 
Christmas.  St. Andrew, which is part 
of C-4, provides volunteers for the 
Clothes Closet in January and July, 
contributes funds for Christmas toys 
and school supplies, and frequently 
donates groceries for Clothes Closet 
clients.  The date for the dinner will be 
announced soon, and tickets will be $50 
each.  For reservations, contact Alyssa 
Ranko at Alyssa@atlanticpersonnel.
com or 703-851-5993 by Tuesday, 
April 12.  The Greek Village is located 
at 13576 New Hampshire Avenue at 
the intersection of Randolph Road. 
If you can’t attend but would like to 
contribute to C-4, send a check to “C-
4,” P.O. Box 4192, Silver Spring, Md. 
20914-4192.

Keep Those Books Coming!

Do you have any unneeded books for 
children or young adults? Bring them 
to church and leave them in a clearly 
marked bag on the shelf in the Coat 
Room for the C-4 Toy Closet. 

Lutheran Social Services
Helping Refugees 

Start Anew
Thanks to all who have contributed 
household items for Refugee 
Resettlement. Sue Zimmerman has 
delivered an abundance of useful 
items to Lutheran Social Services (LSS) 
to help refugees establish new homes.  
This year, LSS will provide hundreds 
of refugees with essentials to begin 
housekeeping. Generous donations 
from St. Andrew folks and the Senior 
Fitness Class allowed us to assist 
countless refugees starting a new life 
in America.

Lutheran Mission Society
Raincoats Needed

Sunday, April 23

April showers bring the need for 
umbrellas, ponchos, and rain jackets, 
especially for low-income families.  
The next Lutheran Mission Society 
(LMS) collection of Thrift Shop items is 
Sunday, April 23, which is the fourth, 
not the last, Sunday of the month. As 
you plan ahead for summer and sort 
through last year’s clothing, keep 
in mind that LMS needs children’s 
summer clothes, including flip-flops.  It 
isn’t too early to bring these out. Next 
month’s collection date is May 28.  



8

April 2017 Volume 68 Issue 4

SPRING FLING
Sunday, April 2

The St. Andrew Crafters are offering an early look 
at the fruits of their labor this year.  On Sunday, 
April 2, the Craft Ministry will present a line of 
Spring-themed items for sale, including brightly 
colored table runners, place mats, aprons, wall 
hangings, wreaths, Easter decorations, and more.  
Stop by the display in the Commons – one day 
only! – and pick up a cheerful item to brighten 
your home and welcome Spring!

CRAFT Ministry

St. Andrew’s 
Harpsichord
Needs You!

In 1984, the St. Andrew congregation 
commissioned a harpsichord to 
continue the evangelistic outreach 
of Robin Eazer.  Robin was a young 
man in our congregation who, 
even as he was dying of leukemia, 
instilled in many the confidence that 
they were in the hands of God. Our 
harpsichord was built by Werner 
Steinle, a former member and the 
father of Susan Mannina. 

Robin’s outreach continues when 
the harpsichord speaks to us in our 
worship services as a solo instrument 
or when accompanying soloists. 
We have a team of four volunteers 
who maintain the harpsichord and 
keep it in tune, and we need more 
people interested in playing it.  If 
you can play piano or organ, there is 
only a small adjustment needed to 
explore the unique tonality of this 
instrument. Call Marilyn Candler 
at 301-309-9411 to arrange for a 
private session to experience the 
touch of a harpsichord. She will 
bring a variety of music to choose 
from.

Crafters have been hard at work on Wednesdays,
preparing for the First Annual Spring Fling, April 2.
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Financial Education 
Ministry 

What’s In a Tithe? 
We know through the scriptures that God calls us to tithe.  But what does it 
mean to tithe? How much is a tithe?  And, in today’s world, should a tithe be 
calculated from net income or gross income?  Some would say that, if we are 
required to calculate taxes based on gross income, shouldn’t God (through 
tithing) be given the same advantage?
  
As with most everything, when it comes to giving, the Bible offers wise 
counsel: 

• Numbers 18:26 – The Lord says to Moses:  “Speak to the Levites and say 
to them: 'When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your 
inheritance, you must present a tenth of that tithe as the Lord’s offering.'”

• Mark 12:17 –  Jesus says: “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to 
God what is God’s.”

• 2 Corinthians 9:6-7–  Paul writes: “Remember this: Whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously .  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.”

• Acts 20: 35b – We are reminded of Jesus’ words: “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.”

On one hand, scripture seems clear that a tithe is meant to be strictly 10 
percent, but on the other hand it also seems to suggest that we must give 
generously and according to what is in our heart. No matter the number, 
it is clear that we are each called to give cheerfully and generously of the 
blessings God has given us, which include our time, our talents, and our 
treasures.  As you calculate your taxes this season, and perhaps receive that 
anxiously awaited refund, prayerfully consider what God is calling you to give 
to His kingdom and for His glory.  

Futures Working 
Groups Get 
Underway

Three working groups have now been 
identified by our Futures Task Force to 
further explore possible new initiatives 
for the ministry of St. Andrew.  David 
Peitsch is leading a group whose focus 
is on a second site for the ministry of 
our congregation.  Sarita Winter will 
facilitate our discussion of an additional 
service in the Amharic language.  And 
George Mannina and Paul Lobien will 
help us to further explore options for 
additional parking and land for our 
New Hampshire Avenue location.  
Questions may be directed to our 
group leaders as they meet in the 
coming months and prepare reports 
and appropriate recommendations to 
the task force, Board of Directors, and 
voting members of St. Andrew.  Your 
prayers throughout the process are 
always desired!

Ashes to Go
On Ash Wednesday this year, between 
our morning and evening services, 
Pastor Miller joined Campus Pastor Ray 
Ranker at the University of Maryland in 
offering the imposition of ashes, or as 
they called it “ashes to go,” to students 
and others at various locations on 
campus.  Pastor Miller serves on the 
Directing Committee for the Maryland 
Campus ministry.
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HoneyBaked 
Fundraiser
for Easter

Pick up your special holiday treat 
right here at church, and 10 percent  
of each order will go to support St. 
Andrew! Place your order and pay 
online at mystandrew.org. Click 
“Latest News” from the homepage 
to find the HoneyBaked link. Or, pick 
up an order form at the Welcome 
Center and submit it along with 
your check in the offering plate or 
the office!  Note that more product 
options are available online than on 
the paper form. Order deadline is 
Sunday, April 9.  Pick up your items 
on Maundy Thursday, April 13, 
following the 7 pm worship service. 

Donate a lily
to adorn our chancel on 

Easter Morning!

Place orders by April 3

Lilies are on sale to give to the 
glory of God in honor of a loved 
one or in celebration of Easter. 
The cost is $15 per plant. Place 
your order at the Welcome 
Center in the Commons no 
later than April 3.  Please note 
on your payment envelope 
whether you will take your 
lily with you following the 
11:00 Easter Sunday service or 
pick it up in the church office 
later. Unclaimed lilies will be 
delivered to elderly members 
and the homebound. 

New Website!
mystandrew.org

Our website is still at 
the same address, but 
it just got a whole new 
look, including an events 
calendar, sermon archive, 

blog posts, lots of photos, new 
welcome videos and much more!  
Looking for something specific? Use 
the search box at the top right (next 
to the looking glass symbol shown 
above) to type key words or phrases 
and find whatever is of interest. Check 
it out and share with friends!  Ideas 
or suggestions? Contact Barbara 
Wahlbrink in the office. 

Important
Email Note

At least once each 
month, St. Andrew 
sends email to 
members and friends 
with important 

updates.  If you have shared your 
email address but are not receiving 
emails from office@mystandrew.
org, do a search on the address 
or check your junk mail or gmail 
“promotions” folder where they may 
be automatically routed. You can 
click and “drag” the email to your 
inbox or another folder to change 
the routing.  If would like to receive 
St. Andrew emails but still aren’t 
finding them, contact the office so 
we can investigate. 
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Dear St. Andrew,
Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer 
shawl and cross. I have them both in my 
room. It was so thoughtful of you to think of 
me.
Sincerely,
Betty Steiner 

Dear St. Andrew:
It was a tremendous pleasure to visit the 
Lutheran Church of St. Andrew on Sunday 
morning and Monday evening.  The worship 
was excellent! The conversation before and 
after the services was filled with a passion for 
the mission of God around the world. What a 
joy it was to be with you and experience how 
you are “planting” and “watering” and seeing 
how God is causing the growth among you!
At Mission Central, we serve with great joy 
knowing that we can do nothing, but God can 
and does raise up people just at the right time 
to provide support.  I wanted to give you all 
a big hug and a fist pump of thanks for your 
service and gift of love to these missionaries 
and their work. But for now, this letter will 
have to suffice.  You are an answer to prayer.  
Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel. 
Pastor Brent Smith
Mission Central

Dear St. Andrew,
Many thanks to all my good friends for the 
beautiful cards of well wishes and for the 
prayers. Special thanks for the beautiful 
flowers, which made my room at the 
rehab a visitors’ center. Many patients and 
nurses came to see the flowers and read 
the accompanying card, which brought 
tears to my eyes. I took the opportunity to 
tell everyone what a wonderful church St. 
Andrew is. Thank you also to Pastor Carlson 
for visiting me. It really lifted my spirits. 
God bless you!
Marianne Jessee-Solfronk

Dear St. Andrew,
The Mikulak family would like to thank you for 
all your help and support with mom.  The love 
and warmth from your ministry was a blessing 
in her life and death. W are all deeply thankful  
that she was a part of your church.
Love,
The Mikulak Family

Dear St. Andrew,
Thank you for all the help and comfort you 
gave me during a difficult time.  I’m so grateful 
for the outreach and support, especially from 
Marilee, Pastor Hricko and Pastor Carlson. 
Blessings,
Alma Jean Bridegum

Many thanks to everyone at St. Andrew!  
Thank you for making my 90th birthday so 
special and for the cards, balloons, and cake. 
The day brought my family much joy; we 
appreciated the presence of everyone who 
came. Linda plans to have another party in 10 
years. 
God bless you all.
Frances K. Gutknecht

Dear St. Andrew,
I want to thank everyone who was with 
me on the day I was sworn in as a citizen 
and on the Sunday morning when we all 
celebrated together. I want especially to 
thank Pastor Mark, Greg and all others who 
supported me through my immigration 
interview and along the way. Finally, I 
want to thank God for  so many blessings. 
With gratitude,
Luis Escobar
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Everyone Can Help!
You can help with VBS by collecting 
the following supplies to donate or 
lend: 

• Large cans and lids
• Mailing tubes
• Pringles cans 
• Marbles
• Wheels 
• 20 oz plastic bottles, rinsed
• Bead mazes 
• Shoe boxes with lids
• 2-liter soda bottles, rinsed
• Legos or similar building blocks
• Cardboard blocks
• Stacking toys for babies

CHILDREN’S Ministry

This month at One-der-land, 
children from Kindergarten through 
6th Grade will be learning about 
humility. The bottom-line message 
is: “I can put others first by letting 
go of what I want.” For the pre-K 
children, the focus is that “Jesus 
is #1.” Our hope and prayer is that 
these messages resonate with the 
children through fun lessons, crafts, 
and games. 

We still need a few more teachers 
to help out at One-der-Land. It is 
never too late to join the fun! Please 
contact Lia Mai Puskar for details at 
lcsakids@yahoo.com or 301-384-
2660.

One-der-Land takes place Sunday 
morning duirng the 9:30 service. 
During the 11 am service, we have 
Wee Worship for children ages 3 to 
8 years old.

VBS 2017
Registration now open!

June 26-30
9:00 am to 12:15 pm 

Ages 3 years through 5th Grade

St. Andrew’s VBS is always a magical place filled with God’s 
love and lessons. It’s also a great opportunity to share 
that love with children and families in our community.

Register online at mystandrew.org or complete the paper form.
$40 for the first child in the family; $35 for each additional child.

Register and pay by May 15 to receive a $5 discount per child.

Spread the word to neighbors and friends!
Questions? Contact Marianne Lohr at mariannelcsa@verizon.net.

Join the VBS Team!
Would you like to share your creativity and meet some great people? Join the 
VBS Planning Team as we work to make our program come to life! You can also 
volunteer at VBS as a station leader, station assistant, crew leader, registration 
assistant and decorator.  Even if you aren’t available for the whole week, we can 
use whatever help you can give! Teens can receive service hours.
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Spring Break Is On Its Way!
April 10 - 17

The Preschool children, parents, and teachers will be looking forward to a much-
deserved Spring Break from Monday, April 10 to Monday, April 17. Before we 
break, we will learn all about Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and the Easter story, so 
there is a lot of information to cover in a very short time.

As the weather warms up, we will worship at our beautiful outdoor Chapel and 
enjoy more time on the playground. The children will watch their hairy caterpillars 
grow into delicate butterflies; and they’ll plant seedlings and watch them grow 
into beautiful flowers. It is a joy to watch the children’s wonderment over God’s 
creation as it blossoms in the springtime, perfectly, just as He intended. 

Wishing all of you a blessed Holy Week
 and a wonderful Spring!

Summer Camp: 
Time to Register

Summer camp registration has  begun. 
Please visit the website at http://
www.mystandrew.org and click on 
“Preschool” for more details. This year, 
by popular demand, we’re adding a 
fourth week of Preschool Camp. 

We continue registration for the 2017-
2018 school year as well. 

Don’t delay!
Send your registration

in today!
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