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St. Andrew’s 
newsnews

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

◊ Arts & Crafts Holiday Fair

◊ Thanksgiving Eve Service

◊ Rent-Some-Teens

◊ First Communion Class

◊ Holiday Gfit Drives

◊ Bethania Kids Benefit 
Dinner and Concert

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

Continued on page 2

November is the month in which we 
are called to count our blessings.  At 
one end is All Saint’s Day, when we give 
thanks for loved ones whose memories 
we cherish as we commend them to 
the nearer presence of God.  At the 
other end is Thanksgiving, when we 
“praise God from whom all blessings 
flow,” be they spiritual or material.

As we cross the threshold into the 
11th month of 2017, there are those 
who may be tempted to forego the 
counting to which November calls us 
as we think of a nation reeling from a 
succession of hurricanes and also of 
the human storms that struck in places 
like Charlottesville and Las Vegas and 
even within our own church family. 

But God’s grace and the power of 
faith are amazing things, and I’ve 
seen them doing their work here in 
a congregation that never gives up 
on bringing countless blessings from 
God to people like hurricane victims, 
homeless persons in Montgomery 
County, orphaned children half a world 
away, and those close to home who 
have been forever changed by a loss of 

one kind or another.  I can assure you 
that those blessings have been counted 
across the miles and down through the 
corridors of time by people of faith.

Consider the family who lost a daughter 
and sister and yet proclaims “we are so 
blessed” by the comfort and love that 
surrounds them.  Consider an attorney 
named Horatio Spafford whose three 
daughters died in a shipwreck, after 
which he wrote a hymn: When peace 
like a river attendeth my way; when 
sorrows like sea billows roll; whatever 
my lot you have taught me to say, it is 
well it is well with my soul.  Consider 
Pastor Martin Rinkart, who during 
the height of a severe plague in 1637, 
was the only surviving pastor in his 
town and performed more than 4000 
funerals in that year, including that of 
his own wife.  He also wrote a hymn:  
Now thank we all our God, with heart 
and hands and voices, Who wondrous 
things has done, in Whom this world 
rejoices; Who from our mothers’ 
arms has blessed us on our way with 
countless gifts of love, and still is ours 
today.

If you think these folks have somehow 
misunderstood the concept of a 
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blessing, I’d invite you to join us at 
St. Andrew during November from 
All Saints Sunday to Thanksgiving and 
beyond.  If you do, you might begin to 
see that blessings do include things 
that bring us creature comforts in the 
form of food, shelter, toys to play with, 
and even people who bring us joy.  
But they also include the things that 
comfort our souls: things like hope, 
life in Christ, the belief that loved ones 
who die in the faith are with God, and 
the faith to believe that God is with 
us, come what may.  These are the 
blessings that nothing in this world can 
give or take away.  They are, in fact, the 
best blessings of all.

Whether the process is filled with joy 
or mingled with tears, join your friends 
at St. Andrew as we count our blessings 
in November and in all the days and 
years ahead.

Grace and peace to all of you, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko  

Church Staff
Mark A. Hricko, Pastor

Steve Miller, Associate Pastor
Kenneth G. Carlson, Assistant Pastor
Jotham Johann, Director of Wellspring

Greg Twombley, Director of Ministries & Praise Team
Barbara Wahlbrink, Director of Communications

Riki Schoppert, Director of Student Ministries & Worship Arts
 Lia Mai Puskar, Preschool Director & Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Robyn Howland, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Events
Andrea Hricko, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Wee Worship

Marianne Lohr, Children’s Ministry Assistant - VBS
Marilee Tollefson, Faith Community Nurse
Rosemary Wasser, Organist Choirmaster 

Ashley Gingrich, Children’s Choir Director
Debbie Snyder, Director of Administration
Bruce Poese, Director of Media Ministry

Sarita Winter, Creative Services
Anne Harpster, Bookkeeper
Ange Lorenz, Bookkeeper

Luis Escobar, Property Maintenance/Events

2017 Board of Directors
Karen Rosales, Chair,  301-580-6583
Paul Lobien, Vice-Chair, 301-738-3393

Ken Austin, 301-754-2711
Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192

Roger Caldow, 301-774-2570
Gary Fields, 301-649-1757
Glen Harvell, 301-926-6186

Martha Piedrasanta, 301-460-0565
Betsy Varghese, 301-830-2733

Treasurer:
Bruce Winter, 301-476-9868

LWML President:
Karen Matthiesen, 301-774-5899

Thanksgiving Eve Service
WEDNESDAY  

November 22 at 7:00 pm
Pumpkin Pie and Cider Fellowship to follow 
~Bring Non-Perishable Food to Help the Needy~

Let’s count our blessings 
and give thanks together.



3

November 2017 Volume 68 Issue 11
ss

ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

. 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

Above & beyond  
UpdAte

The generosity of members and friends continues to take St. Andrew’s 
ministry “above & beyond” for Christ!  This past year, your donations to 
the “Above & Beyond” Gift Program have allowed us to support ministry 

partners like Lutheran Social Services, Orphan Grain 
Train, Manna Food Center, Eastern Montgomery 
Emergency Assistance Network, and more.  They 
have provided scholarships for Vacation Bible School 
and the Youth Mission Trip.  They have funded 
needed building maintenance and repairs, office 
equipment, instrument tunings, enhanced lighting, 
and kitchen equipment.  They have added beauty to 

our surroundings through banners, artwork, musicians and music recordings.  
And the list goes on! 

Thanks to all for your generous participation.  Stay tuned for the updated 
“Above & Beyond” catalog, coming soon!  Questions? Contact Above & 
Beyond Chair Mitch Glazier at mglazier@riaa.com or Greg Twombley in the 
office.   
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Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?
Contact Carol Petzold 

at 301-871-7413 
or petzold37@gmail.com

Social Ministry
Thanksgiving Food 

Drive
November 18 - 27

Thanksgiving is a time of special 
gratitude for all God’s many blessings.  
Share from your bounty by bringing 
non-perishables to donate toward 
holiday meals and pantry staples for 
those in need: instant stuffing, instant 
potatoes (white, sweet, scalloped, 
au gratin, etc in box or pouch), 
canned green vegetables, fruit, gravy, 
cranberry sauce, canned protein 
(tuna, chicken, salmon, or soups,  
stews, pasta with meat), dessert 
mixes, peanut butter & jelly, pasta & 
sauce, cereal, pancake mix & syrup.  
Select healthy choices when possible.  
Holiday boxes will contain food to feed 
a family for two days. Bring items to 
worship on Thanksgiving Eve or on the 
weekends before and after.

The Lord’s Truck 
Ministry

Drivers are needed to pick up excess 
food from local grocers around 8-10 
am and deliver to nearby shelters 
before noon.  Regular route and 
substitute drivers are always needed, 
even for a single day!  To get details 
and express interest, contact roger.
caldow@verizon.net or 301-774-2570

Looking to the Future  
The Social Ministry Team’s annual 
plan again includes filling the MANNA 
truck with food on February 25 and 
collecting specific household items for 
resettling refugee families in March.  
Plan ahead to set aside items for both 
of these causes.

Lutheran Mission Society
  “Thrift Shop” 

Collection
Sunday, November 26

De-clutter before the holidays!  Gently 
used clothes, household items and 
small furniture items are always 
needed for distribution at LMS 
Compassion Centers.  Pack breakables 
carefully in boxes to avoid damage on 
the truck!  Pickup is available for 3 or 
more large furniture items.  Contact 
LMS at 410-636-0123 to make pickup 
arrangements or request a receipt 
for your donations. NOTE: No pickup 
in December – next collection will be 
January 28.    

C-4 Christmas “Toy Closet” 
Donations & Helpers Needed

Each December, the Colesville Council of Community Congregations (C-4) hosts a 
pre-Christmas Toy Closet where parents with limited resources can select toys as 
gifts for their children. You can help by donating new or very gently used toys for 
children ages 12 and under. Popular items include Legos, sports balls, electronic 
games, Barbies and baby dolls.   Bring your unwrapped donations by December 
3 to the marked box in the Coat Room. Cash and checks are also welcome.  Label 
your check and envelope with C-4 Toys.  Volunteers, watch for details in the 
December newsletter about how you can help at C-4 on December 8-9.

Lutheran Social Services
Winter 

Coat Drive
Deadline November 12

New or gently used coats, hats, gloves 
and mittens will be distributed to 
refugee adults and children throughout 
the DC Metro Area.  Drop items in the 
marked box in the Coat Room.

The Snowmen are Coming!
Early in November we will receive our supply of snow man ornaments from 
Linkages to Learning containing names of needy children in a nearby school 
cluster along with each child’s wish list of three holiday gifts of up to $25 

each. Stop by the table in the Commons for details and 
instructions. All gifts must be left unwrapped but labeled, 
and brought to church no later than November 27. Help 
make Christmas merrier for needy families who will feel 
Christ’s love through our generous donations. Remember, 
your gifts may be the only ones under the tree for these 
children who need so much! Questions? Contact Janet 
Burton at Janet.Burton704@gmail.com or 301-680-7943, 

or Kay Caviness at kaziec@aol.com or 301-622-0898.
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&Health Wellness

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

“Do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, 
for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you 

with My righteous  
right hand.”  

Isaiah 41:10

Did you 
know that 
the concept 
of parish 
nursing was 

begun by a Lutheran Pastor named 
Granger Westburg in Chicago over 
25 years ago? It is a collaborative 
effort between clergy and spiritually 
mature nurses, to promote wholistic 
health and healing within individuals, 
congregation and community. There 
are now thousands of them in every 
denomination across the Country. 
The American Nurses Association 
has designated the specialty as Faith 
Community Nursing, and the two 
terms are often used interchangeably. 
Many are volunteers in churches 
and some are paid staff in larger 
congregations. In order to function 
in the role, an RN must complete 
a post graduate program called 
Foundations in Faith Community 
Nursing. I completed that program at 
Wesley Seminary in NW Washington 
D.C., after participating in our Health 
and Wellness program at our church 
as a member of a committee of 
health care professionals, some of 
whom remain active today! 

As our program grew, there were 
advantages in encouraging other 
nurse members of Health and 

Wellness to take 
the foundations 
course, to 
increase their 
skill level 
and promote 
more active 
involvement in 
the program. 
The first to 

accomplish this task was Jeanine 
McGrath at the Hagerstown program, 
and is now doing Special Projects such 
as Blue Christmas Service, Back Door 
Ministry of health education, all blood 
drives and flu shot clinics. Our next 
endeavor will be the creation of a Grief 
and Bereavement program to support 
parishioners and families after the loss 
of loved ones, all sharing the love of 
Christ. Jeanine has years of experience 
in community health education and 
grief support, particularly in the area 
of newborn/infant loss, conducting 
support groups  on a regular basis. 
She is also highly skilled in her own 
business as a doula, worked as a 
faith community nurse at Lutheran 
Mission Society Compassion Center 
in Hyattsville, and also works in a local 
ambulatory surgical center.

Now we welcome another nurse, 
Leslie Hollowell, who also completed 
the Foundations course through 
Children's Hospital National Medical 
Center, where 
she currently 
works as a case 
manager in the 
Complex Care 
Clinic.  She 
is an active 
member of our 
Mental Health 
Ministry Team, 
and has acquired the knowledge and 
skill to be the content expert in the 
field of domestic violence and abuse, 
frequently helping members of our 
congregation find local resources, 
and helping present educational 
materials for our church family to 
acquire and increase their  awareness 
of the problem. She has often visited 

Al l About... 
Faith Community Nursing

our parishioner's infants and children 
when they have been inpatients at 
Children's, helping families negotiate 
the often frightening journey of 
chronic or acute illness or surgery. She 
has been active in pediatric loss and 
hospice programs. Her prayers are well 
known among the confirmands with 
whom she worked for many years, and 
as the Healing Minister at the 8 am 
service. 

Our Health and Wellness Ministry 
Team continues to be visible in many 
ways to our congregation. You see the 
volunteers who offer a Healing Blessing 
after communion at all services, and in 
September, we blessed 24 worshippers 
as they came forward for prayer and 
anointing. 
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PRESCHOOL news

Questions? 
Contact Preschool & Children’s 
Ministry Director LiaMai Puskar 

at 301-384-2660 or 
lcsapreschool@yahoo.com.

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man.    Luke 2:52

children’S Ministry

Crisp air and crunching leaves lead to autumn fun at the Preschool!
 
November will bring forth preparations for our annual Thanksgiving Feast, 
which will be held on Monday, November 20th. The children, dressed as 
Pilgrims and Native Americans, love to gather to share their delicious pre-
Thanksgiving meal together, and to thank the Lord for their bounty of 
blessings. It’s a time honored Preschool tradition that is always a wonderful 
success.
 
There is still time to enroll at our Preschool into our 2’s and 4’s classes, with 
a handful of openings in each. Please tell your friends and family members 
about St. Andrew’s Preschool.... someone you know might be very blessed by 
our wonderful program!

Thanksgiving blessings to you and yours from all of us at the Preschool!

Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven

 belongs to such as these.  Matthew 1 9:14
Kingdom Kids Sunday School has been rocking this fall!  Lots of children are 
coming each week for fun and learning about what it means to be a child of 
God every day and everywhere! Bible stories come alive with age-appropriate 
lessons and activities, always capped off by a hilarious short video to bring 
home the message in a memorable way. 

Thanks to our many volunteers who teach and assist, and to all parents who 
make the effort to bring their children weekly.  Your support is invaluable, 
and the children are learning lessons that will last a lifetime!  For those who 
haven’t yet tried Kingdom Kids, it’s not too late!  Register your child any 
Sunday! Grades K-6 meet in Room 118 near the Education Entrance at 9:30 
am.  Pre-K kids meet in Room 122. Hope to see you there! Christmas Pageant 

This month, the Kingdom Kids are 
beginning rehearsals for a very 
special, original production to be 
presented on Sunday, December 
17 during 11:00 worship.  “Practice 
Makes Pageant” is sure to be a 
treat for the cast and audience 
alike!  Mark your calendar and 
come to Kingdom Kids to learn 
more and get your child involved! 
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“Goods for Bethania” Collection
From October through January, we will be collecting a variety of goods for Bethania’s ministry that will be 
transported to India in a large shipping container arranged by another ministry partner, Orphan Grain Train.  
Download the needs list and details at mystandrew.org or pick up a copy at the Bethania Information Table 
in the Commons.  Be generous in donating new and gently used items that will bring joy and hope to children 
and families served by Bethania in India. Questions? Contact Kay Caviness (kaziec@aol.com) or Janet Burton 
(janet.burton704@gmail.com).
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CHURCH Happenings

Senior Adult Fellowship
Tuesday, November 7

“Seniors and Kids”
We will welcome adorable St. Andrew Preschoolers to sing for us, and then 
hear about the Preschool Ministry from Director Lia Mai Puskar.  A “Sub & 
Stuff” lunch will follow.   Don’t miss this wonderful 
inter-generational program! Sign up at the Welcome 
Center in the Commons.  A fee of $7 will cover lunch.  
Questions? Contact Jeanette Schuder at 301-879-5950.

 SAVE THE DATE
Financial Education 

Workshop 
Saturday, Feb. 10, 2018 
God calls us to good  stewardship  

and responsible   
management of 
all  the blessings 
and  resources He 
provides. The St. 
Andrew Financial 
Education Team 

is planning a morning of valuable 
information and insights to help 
you along that journey.  Topics 
will include retirement planning, 
college funding, insurance, debt 
management, budgeting, estate 
planning, and more!  Mark your 
calendar and watch for details, 
coming soon!

Questions? 
Contact Kimberly Bolton at 

krbolton@msn.com

Financial 
Education Ministry

Don’t forget Daylight 
Saving Time ends this 

month. Turn back your 
clock one hour on SUNDAY 

November 5  
at 2:00 am

     First Holy Communion Class
November18

Does your child express an interest in or curiosity about 
Holy Communion? If so, he or she may be ready to learn 
more and prepare to partake in this Holy Sacrament. 
Children in grades 4–6 are eligible to participate in 
a one-day First Holy Communion class on Saturday, 
November 18 from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. The class 
is designed to instruct children in the historical origins, theology and practice 
of Holy Communion. Participants will be expected to do some homework in 
preparation for class, and complete an essay afterward based on the course of 
study. 

Upon completion of the class and requirements, participants will celebrate 
their First Holy Communion at a future worship service. To enroll, contact 
Pastor Steve in the church office or by email at stevelcsa@gmail.com. Lunch 
will be provided; please indicate any food allergies.

Let each generation tell its children 
of your mighty acts; 

let them proclaim your power. 
Psalm 145:4
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Ring Out the New! 
“They sound better!” “I’m not 
getting double rings!” “I knew my 
bell sounded flat!” These are just 
some of the comments made by 
the Jubilate Ringers during their 
first handbell rehearsal of the 
season on October 5. 

The reason for the acclamations 
is that all sixty-one bells of St. 
Andrew’s five-octave set went on a 
refurbishing vacation this summer 
at Malmark Bellcraftsmen, a leading 
company in the design, crafting and 
tuning of fine English handbells. 
The craftsmen at Malmark 
evaluated our bells and performed 
dozens of repairs and upgrades to 
return them to like-new condition. 
In addition to replacing the bells 
that had gone flat, all the bells 

were revoiced so that the clapper 
strikes the bell at the ideal point, 
producing the best tone. Finally, 
the bells were machine polished.

Except for the hand polishing by 
our ringers, most of our bells have 
not had necessary maintenance 
for forty years. The expense of 
the refurbishment was totally 
covered by an anonymous donor. 
We ringers are grateful for this 
generous gift and for the privilege 
of playing these instruments.

As Malmark explains: “In the hands 
of the Malmark craftspeople, raw 
bronze is transformed into fine 
musical instruments of beauty 
and purity of tone. In the hands of 
bellringers, that beauty is released 
to ring out to the praise of God 
and the inspiration of mankind.” 

RENT-SOME-TEENS 
Saturday, November 4 & 11 

 

We’re on a Mission from God! 
 

The SALTeens are headed to serve the needy  
next summer in Elizabeth City, NC, 

and we need your help to get there! 
 

Do you have a “to do” list that just keeps getting longer? What could you cross 
off that list if you had a team of young, strong teenagers for two hours to do 

the heavy stuff? We’d like to help you find out. 

Rake Leaves    Paint a Room   Babysitting 
Move Furniture or Stuff  Organize Your Garage or Attic 

Household Cleaning … and yes, we do WINDOWS! 
 

We aren’t choosy. Be creative! Reserve your two-hour slot now and we will descend 
upon your home like a plague of locusts … very helpful locusts! 

 

Your generous donation will be  
very much appreciated! 

 

Sign up online at mystandrew.org. 
Questions? Contact Riki Schoppert at 

rschoppert@mystandrew.org 

SALTeens Youth Ministry
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Thanks...
Dear Friends,
The Lord’s Truck Picnic was a wonderful 
success. There were about 30 who 
enjoyed food, drink and had a good 
time. Thank you Jim Abeles and Barbara 
Worley for hosting the party. Thank you 
Pastor Steve for the nice prayer and for 
bringing your lovely wife Andrea. Thank 
you Loren Hellickson for starting all this  
with your concern for the hungry over 
35 years ago. 
Blessings,
Roger Caldow

Dear Friends,
What a night we had at the benefit 
dinner and concert with the family at 
St. Andrew. May you be blessed over 
and over for the love you extended to 
so many. We have been truly blessed.
The Engen Family
Mi Refugio

Dear Friends,
“Ask and you shall recieve.” Thank 
you to all who contributed to Social 
Ministry’s request for donations to help 
with Orphan Grain Train’s Relief effort 
recovery in Florida, the Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico. We sent several car 
loads of donations. Your generosity  
will make the lives of those who’ve lost 
so much a little bit better. St. Andrew 
never ceases to answer God’s call to 
help those in need. We are so grateful.
Social Ministry Team

Dear Friends,
I would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers during my hospitalization and 
rehab. I so appreciate the visits, books, 
prayer shawl, ribbon cross, cards, 
calls and flowers. Thank you all. I miss 
my LCSA family as I now live with my 
daughter, Linda Asgari, in Virginia. Her 
number is in the church phone directory. 
Blessings,
Fran Gutknecht and Linda Asgari

Dear Friends, 
Thanks for the beautiful altar flowers. 
They remind me of the beautiful life 
and legacy my father left behind. 
Through his faith he touched so many 
people. It is such a blessing to have 
found a church family that also spreads   
the love of Christ in so many ways. 
Blessings and peace to you all,
Kari Bruwelheide

Dear St. Andrew Family,
I am so appreciative of all the prayers, 
cards, calls and concern for my 
welfare during my recovery and for 
my famjily enduring hurricane Maria 
in Puerto Rico. A special thank you to 
Marilee and all who helped get me to 
appointments and church. Blessings 
to Pastors Hricko, Miller and Carlson. 
Prayerfully, 
Ginny Hamilton

Dear St. Andrew Friends,
The service held for my husband, Dax, 
was just beautiful. The Bereavement 
Ministry team did a wonderful 
job of setting up the church and 
the food was very generous and 
lovely. You are a fine group of caring 
people. My heartfuelt thanks. 
Carol Norman & Family

Dear Church Family, 
Words cannot express my gratitude 
for the wheelchair you found for me. 
I have named her Mari! The social 
justice road is a long one. “Mari” will 
help me attend important rallies and 
events. Bless you!
Jourgette Reid-Sillah

IN ALL 
THINGS
give thanks
1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

The LMS Compassion Ministries exist 
only because of people like you who 
care about helping those in need, in 
Jesus’ name. Your support makes all 
the difference and your gift will be 
used to share life’s necessities – both 
physical and spiritual, with poeple who 
are struggling. On behalf of those who 
will be helped, we say, “Thank you.”
Together in Mission, 
Rev. Dr. David R. Maack 
Lutheran Mission Society

Dear Friends, 
We have been so touched by your 
compassionate outreach and prayer 
support through Paul’s unexpected 
illness and passing. It’s still hard 
to believe, but I know it was not a 
surprise to God. We’re trusting His 
presence and love as we walk this 
unfamiliar road. 
In Christ, 
Dawn, John & Jenna Napier
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