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St. Andrew’s  
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Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

I once preached a sermon on the topic 
of “scheduling your spiritual growth,” 
which I admit was probably an odd 
way of pu   ng it given the fact that 
you never really know when the Spirit 
might reveal God’s grace and truth to 
you.  Nevertheless, the idea was that 
those who inten  onally invest in their 
spiritual life and make it a priority tend 
to be those who experience deeper 
levels of awareness and understanding 
of God’s presence.  Those who take 
advantage of such opportuni  es only 
when they “have  me” tend to be 
less aware and less prepared for the 
challenges that come their way.  While 
scripture reminds us that “the wind 
(i.e. Spirit) blows wherever it pleases,” 
the same Bible also calls us to “fan the 
fl ame that is within us” so the fi re of 
that Spirit doesn’t go out.

So, strictly speaking, you may not be 
able to literally schedule your spiritual 
growth, but you can most certainly 
schedule the  me you spend in se   ngs 
where it is more likely to happen.  To 
that end, I encourage you to get out 
your calendar and enter the worship 
and service opportuni  es available to 

you at St. Andrew during the month of 
December.  They include our regular 
Sunday and Monday worship, Advent 
Jazz Vespers at mid-week, our annual 
Children’s Christmas Pageant, a Blue 
Christmas Service, and, of course, 
our gatherings on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day.  The planning for these 
ac  vi  es is well underway and I am 
certain that the message we celebrate 
in word, song, and sacrament holds the 
power to bless your life and prepare 
you well for your journey into a new 
year.

Jesus Christ is the hope of the world, 
and everything we do at St. Andrew is 
intended to encourage our faith, refl ect 
His presence, and point the world to 
Him.  My prayer is that our worship, 
service, study, and fellowship during 
the fi nal month of 2017 will accomplish 
all of those things as God gives grace, 
and I look forward to another Advent/
Christmas with the wonderful people 
of our blessed community of faith and 
those who will come to be part of it.
The Lord be with you+
Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko

 » Christmas Worship Schedule

 » Advent Jazz Vespers

 » Children’s Christmas Pageant

 » Advent Pajama Party

 » Purchase Poinsettias 

 » Above & Beyond Update
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Christmas Eve WorshipChristmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 24

Morning WorshipMorning Worship
10:00 am

Evening Candlelight WorshipEvening Candlelight Worship
4:00, 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 pm

4, 8 & 10 pm: Fes  val Worship with Brass, Choir & Bells
6 pm: Christmas Carols & Contemporary Praise

Children’s Message at 4 & 6 pm
Holy Communion at 10 pm

Christmas Day WorshipChristmas Day Worship
Monday, December 25

 10:00 am
With Holy Communion

Childcare available Christmas Eve at 10 am and 4, 6 & 8 pm services.
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ST. ANDREWST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP

. 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  par  cipate in Faith Walk 101 
Informa  on & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions off er the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church offi  ce. We will be 
pleased to assist by wri  ng for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Chris  an, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Bap  sm. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer rela  onship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church offi  ce at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to fi nd the 
answers you seek. 

Jazz Vespers 
Advent WednesdaysAdvent Wednesdays 
Nov. 29, Dec. 6 & 13Nov. 29, Dec. 6 & 13 

Take a break from  
the holiday rush to find  

your center in Christ 
Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Worship at 7:00 pm 

Central Maryland ChoraleCentral Maryland Chorale  

Winter Concert 
Sunday, DecSunday, December 10 ember 10   

4:00 pm4:00 pm  
 

John Rutter’s “Gloria!” and Holiday 
Songs from Around the World, plus 

Messiah Sing-Along Part I 
 

featuringfeaturing 
The The Montgomery PhilharmonicMontgomery Philharmonic 

Admission: $20 
Seniors & Students: $15 

Celebrate The Gift ofCelebrate The Gift of
This Holy SeasonThis Holy Season

Blue Christmas 
Service

Sunday, December 17
3:30 pm

Feeling blue this season?
Scripture, Prayer & Song

in a peaceful, contempla  ve 
se   ng for those who struggle to 

fi nd joy at the holidays

New Year’s 
Eve Worship
Sunday, December 31
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am

With Holy Communion

Holiday Note: No Monday Night Worship on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day. 
Monday Night Worship will resume on January 8.

Are you able to off er a fellow member a ride to a special service or event? Contact 
Marilee in the church offi  ce or at mtollefson@mystandrew.org to volunteer.  This 
simple gesture can make someone’s holiday season brighter in the name of Jesus!  
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SOCIALSOCIAL  Ministry
The Lord’s Truck

Ministry
The Lord’s Truck delivers Christ’s love 
to the community daily by transpor  ng 
food and goods from those with 
excess to those in need.  New drivers 
are always welcomed.  If you can 
help any day of the week, or even 
as an occasional subs  tute, contact 
Roger Caldow at 301-774-2570 or 
rogercaldow@verizon.net. 

LMS Thrift Shop 
Collection

Sunday, January 28
No collec  on in December due to the 
holiday. Save your gently used clothing 
and household goods for pickup on 
January 28. 

C-4 Christmas “Toy Closet” 
Donations  Needed

We are s  ll accep  ng new or very gently used toys to fi ll the C-4 Christmas “Toy 
Closet” where parents with limited resources can select toys as gi  s for their 
children. PIck up a list of toy ideas at the Welcome Center. All your unwrapped 
dona  ons are due by December 4 to the designated box in the Coat Room. 
Monetary dona  ons are also welcome. Specify C-4 so your dona  on gets to the 
right fund! Thanks! 

         Many Thanks!        
Thanks to all for your generosity 
throughout the year in providing 
food, school supplies, uniforms, 
household goods, toys and funding to 
help neighbors in need.  Thanks also 
for your  me and eff ort to support 
the many projects and serving 
opportuni  es placed before you over 
the past year.  You have been God’s 
hands and feet, and shared Christ’s 
love in our community in so many 
ways.  Specifi cally, just lately, we thank 
you for … 

•Generous dona  ons to the LMS 
Thanksgiving Food Drive.  Many 
families will enjoy holiday meals 
thanks to you! 

•“Snowman” gi  s to fi ll the homes 
and hearts of so many needy children 
this Christmas. Special thanks to 
Kay Caviness and Janet Burton for 
coordina  ng this eff ort.

•“Grandma’s A   c” dona  ons following 
the Cra   Fair, shared at Bethesda 
Cares, an organiza  on that works to 
end chronic homelessness.  The items 
were gratefully and enthusias  cally 
received. 

Call for Calendars 
and More

As those 2018 calendars fi ll your 
mailbox, save extras for the needy in 
our community. Surplus note pads and 
gree  ng cards are also useful. Drop 
your dona  ons in the marked boxes 
in the Coat Room. We recently sent a 
large box of cards to those ministering 
to detained immigrants. The items 
and eff ort may seem small, but the 
recipients are so grateful.

Social & Community Ministry 
Ques  ons or Ideas?
Contact Carol Petzold 

at 301-871-7413 
or petzold37@gmail.com

  Looking Ahead … 
•The month of January means extra 
volunteers will be needed at the 
C-4 Clothes Closet to sort and hang 
clothing on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday mornings.  Sign up at the 
Welcome Center or just show up from 
9-11 am.  

•January 21 will bring a door off ering 
for Eastern Montgomery Emergency 
Assistance Network (EMEAN), an 
important partner serving the needy 
with one-  me assistance for u  li  es, 
medicine and rent. Please be generous! 

•February 25 will bring the Manna 
Food Center Truck to collect our 
dona  ons.  Can we surpass 10,000 
pounds of food? Watch for sales of 
non-perishables star  ng now.  
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&Health Wellness

We are all so blessed to be part of this faith community, truly the Family of 
Christ! Every day our staff  and volunteers hear wonderful stories about how our 
Health and Care ministries feed members and visitors alike! 

At the Cra   Fair, one of our members held packages for a visitor from the 
community who was using the restroom and, a  er a long wait with  me to 
no  ce our poster on the door, came out with the words, “How I wish you’d 
had that informa  on about domes  c abuse up for me to see and learn from 40 
years ago!” What a blessing that we can share resources to help others feel safe 
in their homes and communi  es!

If you could listen to a  endees during and a  er a support group, you would be 
warmed by their words of peace and release in having found a place to share 
their burdens and be accepted. 

You may have no  ced our Healing Ministers at the back of the church the fi rst 
Sunday of each month, who anoint with oil and share a quiet, short prayer with 
those who come forward. This month we set a record of 31 people who received 
this blessing during our four services. 

As we celebrate the newborn Savior, we invite you to serve with us, using 
whatever gi  s God has given you. If you want to learn of opportuni  es, please 
contact the Faith Community  Nurse in the offi  ce. 

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in tr ouble. 
Therefore we wil l not fear, though the earth give way and 

the mountains fal l int o the heart of the sea.”
Psalm 46:1-2

Senior Adult Fellowship
“Festival of Lights” 
Tuesday, December 5

Start your celebra  on of this beau  ful 
season with a trip to the Mormon 
Temple “Fes  val of Lights” including a 
lovely display of outdoor illumina  ons, 
indoor viewing of Christmas trees 
and creches from around the world, 
a live Na  vity and music from Suzuki 
Strings at 7 pm in the auditorium. 

The bus will depart St. Andrew at 4 
pm and make a dinner stop at China 
Gourmet in Kensington. There is no 
fee for the bus, thanks to generous 
St. Andrew “Above & Beyond” donors. 
Pay for dinner on your own. Space 
is limited! Sign up at the Welcome 
Center by 11/26 or contact Jeane  e 
Schuder at 301-879-5950.

Health & Wellness Ques  ons? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Medical Supplies Around the World
Many walkers, canes, wheelchairs and more come through our doors from 
community donors every week.  At  mes, we’re overwhelmed by the generosity.  
But even more, those who receive these much needed items are o  en overwhelmed 
with joy and thanksgiving.  Thanks to Rabbi Robert and Shofarel Messianic Jewish 
Ministries of Silver Spring, many of the items make it all the way to Africa! The 
need is great. At one event in Ghana, 3,000 were expected but 15,000 showed 
up for help and supplies.  Spread the word and let’s keep this important ministry 
going, to the glory of God! 

Pregnancy Loss Support Group
Tuesdays, November 28-January 2

The holidays can be especially challenging for those who have recently lost a child 
due to miscarriage, s  llbirth, or sudden infant death.  Come share and receive 
support to cope and heal.  To get informa  on and register, contact Jeanine McGrath, 
RN at jeaninemcgrath@gmail.com. 
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PRESCHOOOO L newsnews

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and man.  

L u k e 2: 52

CHILDREN’S Ministry

It’s the most joyous  me of the year, and St. Andrew Preschoolers are ready 
to celebrate with a fun-fi lled month ahead!

Our Advent celebra  on will include a visit from St. Nicholas on December 6, 
and we are hoping his sack will include a few gold (chocolate) coins for us all!  

St. Andrew members and friends are welcome to bring their children or 
grandchildren to enjoy a special Christmas presenta  on by Kay-Dee Puppets 
on Friday, December 8 at 9:45 am in Room 118.  Come one, come all! 

Our Preschool Christmas Pageant is slated for Friday, December 15 and 
rehearsals will soon be underway.  Come watch and cheer for our li  le ones 
at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary.  

And rumor has it that Santa himself will make an appearance in each classroom 
some  me during December, much to the delight (or terror) of the children 
he’ll be surprising!

As always, we remind the children throughout the month that all these 
celebra  ons point to the true reason for the season – the birth of Jesus, our 
Savior!  May your season be fi lled with meaning and joy as you, too, ponder 
this indescribable gi  !  

Important Notes
Parents, Kingdom Kids will be 
rehearsing during class  me on 
December 17, and there will be 
NO classes on December 24 or 
31. Classes resume on January 7.  
Blessed Christmas from all of us 
at Kingdom Kids Sunday School! 

Children’s Christmas Play
“Practice Makes Pageant” 

Sunday, December 17
11:00 am

The Kingdom Kids are busy this month 
rehearsing for Prac  ce Makes Pageant, a 
deligh  ul original produc  on wri  en by St. Andrew’s own talented duo of Allison 
Fuentes and Riki Schoppert.  The charming story imagines how the Christmas 
story might be told with true meaning through children’s eyes.  St. Andrew’s 
Children’s Choir Director Ashley Gingrich has been working with the kids on music 
for the produc  on and the holiday season.  Mark your calendar and come out to 
support our youngest saints as they serve and praise the Lord in this special way.

Ques  ons?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com.

Family Advent PJ Party 
Sunday, December 3

5:30 pm
Come for a cozy evening of pizza, hot 
chocolate, cra  s & a movie to get you 

into the spirit of the season.
PJ’s welcome, but op  onal!

Fun for all ages! 
Sign up at the Welcome Center.

Have Ques  ons or Willing to Help? 
Contact Robyn Howland at

robynhowland@hotmail.com
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POINSETTIAS FOR 
CHRISTMAS

Do your part to make the St. Andrew sanctuary fes  ve this holy season by 
ordering poinse   as. The plants will be displayed in the chancel area through 
Christmas morning, and then may be 
taken by the purchasers or will be donated 
to homebound members.  Poinse   as are 
available in red and white, in three sizes:

- Pixie Tabletop, with 1 bloom:  $8
- 7-inch Pot, with 8-12 blooms:  $15
- 10-inch Pot, with 20-24 blooms: $33

Order forms and payment envelopes 
are available at the Welcome Center 
in the Commons.  Orders must be 
received by Friday, December 15.

CRAFT Ministry 
Well, we did it again! A big thank you to all who helped make this a great 
Arts & Cra  s Holiday Fair 2017. I am so thankful for our team working 
together to coordinate this big event. We are so blessed with all the talented 
cra  ers that come every Wednesday to create and inspire and the many 
cra  ers that work from home.  Your generosity is overwhelming! The en  re 
church off ers so much support every year, and for that we are so thankful. 
Our earlier date this year seemed to be well received. And the new Spring 
and Summer sales we tried this year were also a success, so thanks to you 
all! Have a blessed Christmas season. Sue Scherer, Cra   Ministry Chair

Cra  ers will take a well-earned winter break and resume 
Wednesday gatherings the fi rst week in February.

End-of-Year
Giving Reminder

All contribu  ons must be received 
in the church offi  ce by close of 
business on December 31 to qualify as 
charitable giving for the 2017 tax year. 
Electronic giving is an easy way to meet 
that deadline or to give automa  cally 
throughout the year.  Click the GIVE 
link at mystandrew.org to get started.  
Thank you! 

Global Mission
Fair Trade Sale

Fair Trade coff ee, tea, chocolate, and 
olive oil will be available for sale in the 
Commons on Sundays and Mondays, 
December 10 & 11 and 17 & 18. Your 
purchase of these high-quality items 
will help small-scale farmers earn fair 
returns, improve their communi  es, 
access aff ordable credit, and protect 
their environment. A por  on of the 
purchase price goes directly to this 
eff ort, which is sponsored by Lutheran 
World Relief.  Our profi t from the sales 
will go to Bethania Kids, which serves 
more than 1,000 vulnerable children 
and their families in India.

Stop by our table in the Commons and 
buy some items for yourself and your 
friends. They make great Christmas 
gi  s!   



8

December 2017 Volume 68 Issue 12

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Crea  ve Spirits Ministry knits together prayer and crea  ve gi  s to cra   
items that are designed to remind people of God’s loving presence, 
especially in  mes of health or life crisis.  All gi  s are given free of 
charge to members and friends.  If you would like to select a gi   of 
encouragement for a loved one, reach out to Faith Community Nurse 
Marilee Tollefson in the church offi  ce or email crea  ve.spirits.lcsa@
gmail.com.
The Crea  ve Spirits team welcomes all crea  ve souls!  Whether you 
knit, crochet, sew, paint, sculpt, photograph, weave, do woodworking, 
metalworking or whatever ... we need you! If you have a “crea  ve 
spirit,” prayerfully consider joining this growing ministry.  Most 
work can be done individually, but we do meet for workshops and 
fellowship quarterly.  All are welcome to join our annual Potluck 
Holiday Celebra  on on Saturday, January 13 at 12:00 noon. 
RSVP by 1/5 to Jen Backus at backus.jennifer@gmail.com. 

the highest in our state for its rate 
of incarcera  on, with a robust drug 
trade as its economic engine. More 
than 50% of families there live below 
the poverty line and the “Hardship 
Index” is rated at 80, compared to an 
index of 51 for Bal  more City overall. 

The goal of the Faith & Works 
program is to prepare men with 
previous housing instability, non-
violent past off enses, drug abuse 
and mental health issues to 
overcome barriers, improve their 
overall sense of wellbeing, and be 
connected to regular, living wage 
employment so they can build 
independent and produc  ve lives.   
The program will include 
counseling and resources to 
improve all areas of life, including 
spiritual growth. The program 
enlists the support of community 
partners, including Pennsylvania 
Avenue Chocolates, a small candy 
factory where the men will engage 

Creative Spirits Ministry Update

Lutheran Women in Mission
Christmas Card Tree Project

In 1976, the Lutheran Women’s  
Missionary League (LWML) began 
a tradi  on of asking members of 
our congrega  on to donate to a 
“Christmas Card Tree Project” to 
support a worthy cause in lieu 
of sending   gree  ng cards to 
one another. Since then, more 
than $49,600 has been raised to 
support local and interna  onal 
missions, and we pray that 
this  generosity will con  nue!

This year’s recipient will be Faith & 
Works Enterprises in partnership 
with Pennsylvania Avenue 
Chocolates. Faith & Works is a new 
and innova  ve Christ-centered job-
readiness program for men ages 
18-31 who are living in and around 
Sandtown, the neighborhood in 
West Bal  more that was home 
to Freddie Gray, whose death 
sparked an uprising in 2015. 

The Sandtown area ranks among 

in a prac  cal work experience. 

Your dona  ons will be used to 
complete needed renova  ons 
on training/work space and to 
assist with the start of a new 
church community that can 
off er ongoing spiritual support 
to the men, their families, and 
the surrounding neighborhood.

Dona  ons of any amount 
are appreciated, and all 
donor names will appear as a 
“gree  ng” on our Christmas 
tree in the Commons.  Please 
make checks payable to 
LWML.  For more informa  on, 
please contact Karen 
Ma  hiesen at 301-774-5899 or 
karenmatthisen@verizon.net. 
See you at the Christmas Tree!!
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Thanks!Thanks!
Dear Friends in Christ,
Gree  ngs in the Name of our 
risen and victorious Savior, Jesus! 
On behalf of the Texas District, I 
give thanks for the generosity and 
concern that your gi   represents 
following the devasta  on of 
Hurricane Harvey. Your fi nancial 
assistance allows us to support 
people whose property has been 
damaged as well as providing 
supplies to clean up or even rebuild 
homes, schools and churches. Your 
 mely gi   gives great witness to 

God’s love and provision.  God’s 
con  nued blessings on you.
Your partner in mission,
Rev. Ken Hennings
President
Texas District of the LCMS

Dear Members of St. Andrew,
I wanted to send a quick note of 
thanks for all the prayers, visit and 
beau  ful fl owers.
LuClare Lee

To My Good Friends at St Andrew,
Thank you for your expressions of 
love and sympathy during our  me 
of loss and sorrow. May the good 
Lord con  nue to bless you all.
Love,
Elroy & Lorraine Hill 
on behalf of the Hill family

Many thanks to the Crea  ve Spirits 
Ministry for the lovely picture and 
frame. This has been a tedious year 
for both George and me and the 
bu  erfl y is glorious! Thank you for 
brightening our “space!” 
With much love, 
Marilyn and George Candler

LWML Mite Box
Update

Through faithful LWML mite box dona  ons,  the Chesapeake 
District LWML (represen  ng women in Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, Southern Pennsylvania and West Virginia) just paid two mission grants: 
$5,000 for college scholarships for SED students training for LCMS-related careers 
and $5,000 for the Child Development Center at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Richmond, VA to provide hot lunches to students at the CDC. Our District s  ll has 
seven grants, totaling almost $33,000, to pay before our deadline of June 30, 2018. 
The next grant to be paid will provide $5,000 to the Orphan Grain Train Mid-Atlan  c 
Region to purchase and ship non-perishable food items for LCMS relief eff orts in Hai  .
And the work goes on! Ambi  ous new goals await us. 

Thank you for your support of all of our mission grants! For more informa  on 
about Lutheran Women in Mission and Mite Boxes, please contact Edi Collis at 
edithcollis@hotmail.com. 

Above & Beyond
New Gift Catalog for 2018

Thanks to all who have given generously to help our congrega  on go “Above & 
Beyond” in ministry and mission.  Your contribu  ons have fully funded a variety
of gi   requests over the past two years, but others remain and more have 
been added. Watch for the updated catalog coming this month, and prayerfully
consider how you can help.  December is a great  me to “gi  ” someone special
with a dona  on in honor, in memory, or to support a project or ministry that 
is important to that person. Gi   no  fi ca  on cards will be sent to the recipient 
upon your request.  The new catalog will also be posted online at mystandrew.
org and gi  s can be made electronically. Ques  ons? Contact Above & Beyond
Chair Mitch Glazier (mglazier@riaa.com) or Greg Twombley in the offi  ce.
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If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
please contact the church offi  ce at 301-384-4394 or offi  ce@mystandrew.org. Thank you.

15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
Monday at 7:00 pm

Church 301-384-4394 
Preschool 301-384-2660
offi  ce@mystandrew.org
www.mystandrew.org

Non-Profi t
Organiza  on
Postage Paid
Suburban MD
PERMIT NO. 426THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF

ST. ANDREW

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Sunday, December 24

Morning Worship: 10:00 am
Evening Candlelight Worship: 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 pm

4, 8 & 10 pm: Fes  val Worship with Brass, Choir & Bells
6 pm: Christmas Carols & Contemporary Praise

Children’s Message at 4 pm and 6 pm
Holy Communion at 10 pm

Christmas Day Worship
Monday, December 25

10:00 am
With Holy Communion

New Year’s EveWorship
Sunday, December 31
 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 am

With Holy Communion
*No Monday Night Worship on Christmas Day or New Year's Day.

Childcare available Christmas Eve at the 10 am and 4, 6 & 8 pm services. 


